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NIV Version Luke 10:1-2
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A Personal History and a
Summary of Missionary Work of
Rev. Davis Ozell Bryson and Gladys Holt Bryson

and
Notes from a missionary’s diary

The following typewritten pages are copies of text that was written by Rev.
Davis O. Bryson. These notes are from his personal experience and give an in-
sight into the lives of two pioneer Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries, Gladys
and Davis Bryson. The Davis Bryson humor will be found throughout these pages
and the love of Christ of both Davis and Gladys Bryson is also obvious. Most of
the material in the section “Notes from a missionary’s diary” comes from diaries
that were kept by Gladys Holt Bryson.



The following pages, on the work in Colombia, were writ-
ten by Davis Bryson while he was in his 80s.

On July 15, 1906, deep in the heart of Texas,
I (Davis O. Bryson) was born into a Cumberland
Presbyterian family of long standing. My grandfa-
ther, J.F. Bryson, became a member of the historic
Shiloh Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Ellis
County, Texas, prior to the Civil War. Six genera-
tions of the Bryson family were members of the Shi-
loh Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Four
generations served as elder and Clerk of the Session.
My roots run deep in the Shiloh Church. As a boy |
served the church as its janitor, and years later I be-
came its pastor.

In 1926 I graduated from Midlothian High
School. My first year of college was at Texas A &
M, Arlington, Texas branch. It was during my
freshman year that I reached a decision to enter the
gospel ministry. In the fall of 1927, I entered Bethel
College in McKenzie, Tennessee, as a ministerial
candidate.

It was a long way from Texas to Tennessee,
and it would take a lot of money to get there. The
most economical way to reach my destination was
to hitchhike. My father took me to the nearest high-
way and bid me farewell. I soon got a ride and
thought I was on my way. After traveling a short
distance, the driver stopped and said, "This is as far
as [ go." When I got out of the car, | was somewhat
disappointed to discover I was closer to home than
when I started!

I arrived in McKenzie in time to enroll for the
fall term at Bethel College. They referred to me as
the boy who walked from Texas to enter Bethel. I
received the B.A. degree in 1930, and I was honored
by being granted the Doctor of Divinity degree in
1957. There was another degree that I really
earned—M.D., Master Dishwasher. In the fall of
1930, I enrolled in the Cumberland Presbyterian
Theological Seminary. I later took some graduate
work at Southern Methodist University, Dallas,
Texas.

On May 29, 1929, I was married to Gladys
Holt, a missionary candidate from the Milan, Ten-
nessee, Cumberland Presbyterian Church. She had
graduated from Milan High School and had enrolled
at Bethel College in the fall of 1927. In June 1931
she received the B.A. degree.

Gladys was truly a devoted missionary and
was a great help to me throughout my ministry. Her
consecration to the cause of Christ was always an
inspiration to me. She was faithful to the task to
which she was called until her death October 22,
1971.

In 1931 I became pastor of the Fifth Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tennessee
(which is now the Highland Heights C.P. Church).
At the 1931 meeting of West Tennessee Synod in
Jackson, Tennessee, we conferred with some mem-
bers of the Women’s Board of Missions regarding
our call to the Colombian field. This call came to us
when the Conyers family had to return to the States
because of their son’s illness.

On December 6, 1931, we were commis-
sioned as missionaries to Colombia at the Milan
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and on December
12 we began our voyage to Colombia from New
Orleans. Dr. Galloway, who lived in Pereira, asked
us where we would be living in Colombia. We told
him that we would be living at Apartado 301. He
replied, “You sure are going to live in cramped
quarters, for that is your post office box number!”

When we arrived in Buenaventura, we were
thrilled to see Bernice Barnett and Ethel Brintle,
missionaries who had come to Colombia in 1928,
waving to us from the dock. We no longer felt alone
because there were friendly faces to meet us who
would be able to help us to see things through. We
are indeed grateful for the help and encouragement
they gave us. They were missionaries who knew
what missions were about. They gave their full
measure of devotion to carry out the work to which
they had been called.

We arrived in Cali December 22, 1931. Our
first task was to learn the Spanish language. A
building known as Vilachi provided living quarters
for the missionaries, as well as space for our chapel
and classrooms for our school.

In 1933 we moved to the “Eder House.” One
building served as living quarters for the missionar-
ies, and the other provided facilities for our mission
program.

The tin-roofed patio was used as a chapel; a
tin roof overhead in the tropics is a constant re-
minder of what life might be like if one fails to heed
the gospel message.

We really got a big surprise one morning
when we opened the school building and found that
much of our equipment had been moved out, includ-
ing the wash basin and plumbing!

The Eder House holds many memories for us,
for it was there on January 10, 1934, that James
Davis Bryson made his personal appearance in this
world. He came by home delivery. Doctor Patino
advised us that home was the safest place in Colom-
bia to give birth to a child.



From the Eder House we moved to a large
building on Fourth Avenue, which was near the
business district of downtown Cali. This building
gave us ample space for our missionary program.

We had some interesting experiences looking
for a location for our mission. Most of the vacant
houses that we looked at were flea-infested, and in a
short time we would be covered with fleas. We
really had to do a lot of scratching before we found
a good location.

It was a day of great rejoicing when we
moved from the Fourth Avenue location into the
new Colegio Americano building. It was a dream
come true to have our own building with adequate
facilities to carry on our missionary program.

In October 1934 we moved to Pereira to take
charge of the work in this new area. The Board had
purchased property in the city in 1930 from Rev.
Poehner, a missionary with the Brethren group. He
had to leave Pereira because his family could not
adjust to the climate.

Don Pasmino' became the pastor of this con-
gregation, and a new Cumberland work was started.
We saw great potential for developing a strong
church here. Pereira had a population of about
75,000 and was surrounded by coffee farms and
ranches. There were also a number of small cities
within a short distance.

The building, a two-story frame structure,
was in very bad condition. There were possums in
the attic, termites in the ceiling overhead, and cock-
roaches everywhere. The roof and the back wall
were covered with tin, and we would often get a
shock when we turned the water on or touched the
tin wall. The front of the building was made of
stucco. The living quarters for the missionaries were
on the second floor. On the street level there was
one large room that we used for the chapel. Because
the electric rate was based on the number of sockets
and the wattage of the light bulb, a hole was cut in
the ceiling, and a light socket was lowered from the
second floor. When there was light in the chapel,
there was darkness in the living quarters. If a larger
bulb was used, it would blow a fuse, and then there
would be trouble with the electric company. The
current was turned on at sundown and turned off at
sunrise.

A lot of foot traffic passed by our mission
building, since it was located between the police
station and the red light district, which was only a
few blocks away. The doors of the chapel opened

! Don is the normal greeting in Spanish and is equivalent to Mr., how-
ever it is frequently used with a persons first name, for instance Don
José. The feminine version of Don is Dofia

onto the street, and we were exposed to rock-
throwing and insulting remarks. One Sunday night
while I was preaching, a man came riding down the
center aisle on a white horse, and it was not the one
mentioned in Revelation!

The facilities were inadequate for our mission
program, but we were fortunate to find an adjacent
building for rent. With this additional space we were
able to establish a school and open a dormitory,
which made it possible for students from the outly-
ing communities to attend our training school.

From Pereira many preaching points were es-
tablished, and some of these became organized
churches.

The Pereira congregation was a wonderful
and consecrated group of believers, faithful in their
witness and stewardship. Some of the families had
to leave their homes at 5:30 a.m. and walk three
hours to attend our Sunday School and worship ser-
vices.

The Pereira congregation had a dream of
building a new church. Dofia Emilia Sepulveda sug-
gested that we start a building fund by giving a spe-
cial offering once a month. To promote this idea she
made small hearts out of red cloth and gave them to
members of the congregation. Once a month we
would celebrate the “Fiesta de Corazones™ (Festival
of the Hearts). The members would put their offer-
ing in the little red hearts and place them on the altar
table as their gift to the building fund. Others would
make gifts from their meager earnings of fifty cents
a day. Some would sell eggs and chickens to have
something to give.

We served in the Pereira field from October
1934 to 1939. We are indeed grateful to Rev. and
Mrs. Martiniano Fajardo and Rev. and Mrs. Ignacio
de Leon, who served with us. Mrs. de Leon, a regis-
tered nurse, gave valuable help to the church and
community. Roberto Grisales, Joaquin Ramirez, and
Francisco Arboleda, the supply pastor for the Cart-
ago congregation, also made valuable contributions
to the work by conducting services in the rural ar-
eas. From time to time we had the assistance of
other missionaries including Bernice Barnett, Ethel
Brintle, Betty Smith and Rev. José Fajardo.

The training school was also an important
part of our mission program. Teachers Clara Sepul-
veda, Olga Albernoz and Hermenia Morales made
important contributions.



NOTES FROM A MISSIONARY’S DIARY
Davis O. Bryson and Gladys H. Bryson

(From Gladys’s personal diary and recollections by Davis)

Colombia—Its Geography and People

We arrived in Cali yesterday, December 22,
1931. The train ride from Buenaventura was an ex-
citing experience. The narrow gauge railroad snaked
its way through the jungles and over the Western
range of the Andes Mountains to the Cauca Valley.

There is a special fascination about the trop-
ics. The jungle, with its profusion of flowers of
many colors, gives one the feeling of being in close
communion with the splendor of nature’s expression
of life. The green vegetation in its density demon-
strates the fullness of life in its natural state. In the
beauty of the jungle, there is a constant struggle for
survival. And the weak find that the beauty of nature
does not support its weakness.

We soon came to a jungle village where we
saw evidence of man’s struggle to survive and main-
tain life in his natural surroundings. From the train
we saw a hut with thatch roof and a dirt floor. A
sick child was lying on a straw mat on the floor sur-
rounded by half-clad natives. They were marching
around the child chanting strange words and appeal-
ing to the spirits for help. They were evidently per-
forming a voodoo ritual.

After several hours of travel through the jun-
gles we started the climb over the mountain. We had
to pass through many tunnels. And each time we
passed through a tunnel our coach was filled with
black smoke and cinders.

We reached the summit at La Cumbre. The
view from this point gave us quite a different sensa-
tion from that of the jungle. In the jungle the view of
the sky is limited, and the landscape gives one the
feeling of being surrounded by mysterious and un-
known forces. But from the summit, the sky is open
and boundless and the panorama of the landscape
gives one the feeling of freedom.

From the summit we could see the beautiful
Cauca Valley spread out before us, with the Cauca
River winding its way through the green valley like
a giant boa constrictor. In the distance across the
valley, another range of the Andes extends its peaks

into the clouds, and on a clear day the splendor of
the snowcaps can be seen.

The language is strange, but the people are
kind and friendly. I know that we are going to enjoy
sharing our life with them and that they will be a
blessing to us. We are thankful that we had faith to
answer God’s call to come to Colombia as His mes-
sengers.

Our First Christmas in Cali

It is Christmas Eve and the people are arriv-
ing early for the program. [ was stationed at the door
to keep order. The only words I could think of in
Spanish were “Ferrocarril del Pacifico, vaya se!”
(“Railroad of the Pacific, go away!”) The place was
soon filled to capacity and we had to close the
doors.

The program was presented in the patio,
which was a very beautiful setting. The palms in the
background and the bright tropical moon sending its
rays of light from heaven helped us to visualize the
beauty of Christmas. After all, this is why we were
here, to tell the good news of the gospel.

Christmas Day was an enjoyable occasion,
even though we were far away from our loved ones
in the states. We opened our gifts, and it was hard
for Don Martiniano to keep the tears back as he
opened the gift from José. We enjoyed a traditional
Christmas dinner, with the addition of the tropical
fruits that were in abundance.

Our Mission Seems Like a Hospital

Just as we were ready for dinner, someone
knocked at the door. It was an old man with two
ladies, pretending they had come for the church ser-
vices. We told them that we did not have church
services on Friday night, but they continued to stay.
Then suddenly the old man bent over and placed his
hand on his side and said, “I have a pain,” and he let
out a cry of woe with a false expression of agony
upon his face. He said, “What can I do?” and Ber-
nice replied, “Rub it,” but this did not bring relief.
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What he really wanted was two pesos to buy medi-
cine for a pain he did not have.

Today three children came by for their daily
treatment. Doris fell and cut her head, and what a
nasty looking wound it is! Emma has a large pus-
filled blister on her hand that has to be opened and
drained each day. Naomi fell on the floor and stuck
a long splinter in her foot and she cannot walk.

We went on a paseo with the school children.
A dog took a big bite out of Alfero’s leg, and it will
take weeks to heal.

The Beginning of a Wonderful Week

The delegates have arrived for the “Semana
de Juventud,” our youth conference. We were pre-
pared to take care of eight delegates, but twenty-
eight came. Somehow we managed to take care of
their needs.

The classes began at 6:00 a.m., with breakfast
being served at 5:30. The day was filled with classes
and devotional periods. Public worship services
were conducted each evening. After the evening
meeting, we had a social time. This was really a fun
time with music on the tiple’ and the games we
played.

It seemed that the shower never ceased run-
ning, as the delegates were continually bathing. One
delegate was astonished when he saw the shower
and said, “My, you can take a bath all over here!”
Another delegate thought it was a waste of money to
have a shower when there was a river flowing past
our building. The week was a full one, and everyone
seemed so happy.

On Sunday morning we had a sunrise prayer
meeting on the mountain, and what a beautiful ser-
vice it was! As the sun came up, rays of light broke
through the misty flakes of clouds that shrouded the
valley below. Surely everyone was drawn closer to
God as we worshipped, surrounded by the beauty of
nature.

The Sunday services were especially impres-
sive. In the morning service we observed Holy
Communion, and in the evening worship, important
decisions were made by the delegates. Monday
morning the delegates reluctantly departed for their
homes, with a strong determination to return next
year and bring more friends with them.

A Visit to Jamundi

Today we went to Jamundi, but they were not
expecting us for lunch. However, our host proved

? Tiple is a Spanish word referring to a small chordophone of the guitar
family and having 4 or 5 strings.

equal to the occasion. We sat down at the table for
lunch, and I felt something move around my feet. It
was a pig, so we had bacon under the table rather
than on it! For lunch we were served chicken, but
they did not have time to cook it until it was tender.
José got a drumstick, and it was so tough that his
teeth could not penetrate the meat. Then he re-
marked, “This must have been the rooster that
crowed when Peter was reminded of what the Lord
had said to him!” After lunch we had a good wor-
ship service.

A Girl Is Stabbed

Last night we heard a great commotion in the
street, and about the time we got to the window
some shots were fired. A man had stabbed a girl,
and they were trying to capture him. The poor girl
was left lying on the sidewalk with her blood run-
ning down the gutter.

Today We Went on a Paseo

Last Friday Gladys and Bernice took the girls
on a paseo’, and what a paseo it was! The girls were
here by 7:00 a.m., and we were soon on our way.
Then came the downpour of rain. The top of the bus
leaked and we were all drenched. Bernice gave
Piedad a silver tray to hold under the leak, and about
the time it was full, she would with regularity spill it
on someone’s lap. By the time we arrived at the
finca®, the rain had stopped. We built a fire and put
a pot of soup on to cook, but before it got hot, some-
one knocked over the pot.

We had a great day exploring the farm and
swimming in the river. On our return home we en-
countered another rainstorm. We arrived in Cali
tired, wet, and hungry, but thankful for a wonderful
day in the country.

The paseo is an important part of a mission-
ary’s work. It gives us an opportunity to have fun
and a time of worship. It also gives us an opportu-
nity to talk with the students about their problems. It
is indeed a time of Christian fellowship.

Mother’s Day Program

What a crowd we had for this program! The
chapel was soon filled to overflowing. It took three
of us to hold and guard the door. Outside the door
there was pushing, rock-throwing and general disor-
der. The police finally arrived, and a degree of order
was restored. At 8:30 p.m. there was still a big
crowd outside trying to get in. It would be wonder-
ful if we had the facilities to let everyone come in

3 . . .
Paseo is a Spanish word for an outing.

* Finca is a Spanish word for farm.



that wanted to. Maybe someday our dreams will
come true.

A Trip to the Country

Today we went to the country with Don Mar-
tiniano for a service. We had a good trip and en-
joyed the walk. There were some people in the
service that had never seen a Bible and knew noth-
ing of the Gospel. We got home late and Ethel had
supper all ready for us. How tired I am tonight!

A Visit to Restrepo

Today ten of us are on our way to Restrepo, a
small town high up in the mountains. It is about six
hours by horse from the railroad station. We will go
to La Cumbre, about a two-hour train ride from
Cali. They will meet us with horses to take us to
Restrepo with our baggage, including a hand organ.

By mid-afternoon they had not arrived with
the horses. We sent a telegram to find out what had
happened. They informed us that the horses had
been sent to Buga, about a four-hour train ride in the
opposite direction from La Cumbre. It will take
about twelve hours for the men to reach us with the
horses and then about six hours from La Cumbre to
Restrepo.

All this confusion was caused by the tele-
graph operator in Restrepo trying to be helpful. We
had sent a telegram asking them to meet us in La
Cumbre. The operator was sure that a mistake had
been made because we always asked that the horses
be sent to Buga to meet us. So he changed the tele-
gram to read send horses to Buga instead of La
Cumbre, which resulted in an eighteen-hour delay.

We spent the night with Miss Wolf, who was
a missionary in La Cumbre. We had a worship ser-
vice that night, and the women were required to
have their heads covered for the service. Bernice
wore a big hat with a broad brim. She played the
organ and we had rock and roll music because that
is what the hat did. When she hit a high note, the hat
would rock, and, when she hit a low note, the brim
would roll!

We finally arrived at our destination and had
wonderful services. We enjoyed the fellowship of
these dear Christian friends, especially our visit in
the home of Don Angel, an elder in the Restrepo
church. It was a thrill to see how the living Christ
had transformed their lives. In the home they had a
small chapel where they had services during the
week. Then on Sunday, they would ride to Restrepo
for the church services there. Their devotion to the
work of the Lord was an inspiration to us.

We left early in the morning for our return
trip to Cali. The mountains were covered with a
bank of clouds, and, as we made our descent to the
valley, we were riding through the clouds on horse-
back.

March 13, 1932—Many Things Can Happen
in One Week

Ethel came in late with Don Plutarco, and, af-
ter he left, she said that she had an announcement to
make. “We are engaged and we plan to get mar-
ried.” This announcement came as a complete sur-
prise, for they had never been alone together until
that day. Their courtship had been carried on in the
chapel surrounded by church members. We noticed
that they did a lot of talking to each other. We as-
sumed that they were making plans for the work.
And the plans they made did work!

A Dismal Saturday Afternoon

It was raining and a rather dismal afternoon.
And this was true of the lady that Gladys went to
visit. Her heart was just as sad and dark. We talked
of salvation and peace, and a smile came across her
face. She said, “Oh, what joy it must be to have a
hope that brings peace and salvation!”

She came to Sunday School, and I gave her a
Bible with special passages marked. I pray that she
may find the peace she longs to know.

A Time to Be Alone

The guests and the family have all gone, and |
am alone with my thoughts and dreams. So natural
in the life of a missionary and yet so seldom to have
time to be alone to think about them. In the quiet-
ness the day is bright and the aloneness does not
make me feel lonely but happy, not for all the time,
but how I enjoy the moments that I can really be
alone with God.

How full the days! When it seems we have all
we can do, there still come more calls for help.

We had Lastina, the little blind girl, spend the
night with us so that she would not miss any of the
services.

Baptism by Immersion

Don Pedro insisted on being immersed, even
though I had given him sufficient proof that sprin-
kling was a proper mode of baptism. We went to the
river for the service. The water was very cold and
swift. He was a tall man. I took him by the hand,
and we entered into the water. I placed my foot
firmly upon a round slippery rock. As he was being
lowered into the water, my foot slipped and we both
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ended up being immersed. The other candidates de-
cided that maybe sprinkling was the best way to be
baptized after all!

Today is a Sad Day for Us

Gersham, one of our outstanding Christian
youth, died today after an operation for appendicitis.
He passed away at 1:30 p.m. and his funeral and
burial were at 5:00 p.m. We marveled at the strong
faith of Mrs. Tanaka, Gersham’s mother. Even in
the time of her deepest sorrow, she was thinking of
others. And through her witness, might others be
brought to know Christ as their Savior.

Give Us Our Daily Bread and Strength to
Meet the Task Before Us Today

After breakfast, Gladys started the day off by
copying songs for the Easter program, arranged for
music practice at 9:30 a.m., planned lunch for the
dormitory and prepared our lunch. At 1:00 p.m. she
visited Mrs. Rivera, who has a sick little boy. She
returned at 2:00 p.m. and made out the Christian
Endeavor program. She finished copying songs by
hand for the Easter program, had rehearsal for the
program from 3:00 p.m. until 4:20 p.m., taught a
class from 5:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m., and prepared our
dinner. Then Mrs. Tanaka came for a visit. Gladys
attended prayer meeting and went to bed at 10:30
p-m.

A Visit with Two Ladies

Today Gladys went with Betsabe to visit two
ladies. Her first visit was with a lady from Chile
who knew nothing of the Gospel. She had a book on
spiritualism, and she thought it was the Bible. We
read some verses from St. John and tried to explain
what the Christian life really meant. She showed
some interest and promised to attend the meetings at
the church.

The other lady was living in very poor cir-
cumstances. She had five children and was expect-
ing another one. Her little girl, about eighteen
months old, was sick and had no bed to lie on. The
lady’s husband could not find work. She took
clothes to the river to wash every day, and with
what she earned she bought food for her family. It
took a lot of courage to carry on in the face of tre-
mendous difficulties. Tonight Gladys fixed a basket
for her so that she will have something in which to
place her newborn baby.

The Fajardo Baby

Homer, the Fajardo baby, is doing fine. The
neighbors are convinced that the baby will be de-

formed because they did not bind his hands and feet
and wrap him up like a mummy.

October 15, 1934 — Pereira

We are in Pereira and are happy to have the
opportunity of serving Christ in this community.

The Seventh Day Adventists were trying to
get our members to join their church. The Sunday
School enrollment was down to nineteen, but now
we are up to sixty. The Lord is working in the hearts
of his people, and they are responding by dedicating
their lives to His service. The men come two nights
a week to help remodel the chapel.

The mornings are filled with teaching in the
day school and the afternoons in visiting. Many
come to our door asking for help. They come want-
ing to know more about the teachings of the Bible.
Others come requesting that we send a preacher to
their community to explain the gospel to them and
their neighbors.

Each day is a new day filled with new experi-
ences, new joy, sorrow, and new blessings and tri-
als.

Why are we so happy to be in Colombia, so
far away from our loved ones and home? Surely it
must be because we are answering the call of our
Lord!

A Call for Help for a Very Sick Baby’

Dofia Leonor sent word Sunday afternoon for
me (Gladys) to come and see her baby. I followed
her little boy up a mountain trail to her whitewashed
adobe house. Inside in a dark hot, stuffy room,
Maria was lying on a straw mat. Her eyes were
rolled back and her jaw stiffly set. I asked the father
to call a doctor. He refused, saying, “It is too late
and the doctor would only scold me for waiting so
long.” I called Dr. Galloway and explained the case
to him. He told me her problem was intestinal para-
sites that had reached her brain. The only hope
would be to get them to come down. He instructed
me to give her a medicated enema every thirty min-
utes. After working two or three hours with the
baby, I was exhausted and went home to take a
shower and have dinner. But before I had time to eat
there was another call for me to come and see the
baby. When I approached the house, some women
were waiting for me on the front steps. They greeted
me with the news that I had killed the baby. I went
into the dark room with fear and trembling to see the
baby. I turned on the light and before me I saw
Maria sleeping peacefully. How grateful to God I

> Copied from the diary of Gladys Bryson



was! Later the mother wanted to give Maria to me
because she said, “Her life belongs to you.” “No,” I
replied, “it belongs to God.”

A Visit to the Country

Today we went to the home of a believer to
conduct a service. At the close of the service, there
was a heavy downpour of rain. Most of the congre-
gation had to stay overnight. They had to walk a
long distance to attend the service, and it was too
dangerous for them to walk over the slippery moun-
tain trails on a dark night. The house had only three
small rooms. When we were ready to go to bed, all
the doors and windows were closed to keep out the
night air, which was believed to be bad for you
while sleeping. There were about twenty people dis-
tributed in the three rooms all sleeping on the floor.
The floor was covered from wall to wall with peo-
ple, and we could not walk without stepping on
somebody. The dawn was slow in coming, but what
a relief it was to get a breath of fresh mountain air!

In a situation like this, you really can get
close to your congregation!

Charms to be Used in Time of Trouble

Maria brings a knife with her to cut the pain
from her body and wears a charm to keep the evil
spirits from taking their abode within.

Solidad, the maid, has a remedy to get rid of
boring company. You just put a broom behind the
door and they will leave. This she did on one occa-
sion and the company left immediately. She was
fully convinced that the broom did the trick.

Don Ramon is recovering from a fever. He
said that it was because he ate the eyes of a young
bull.

Dofia Inez appeared at our door with her
small baby in her arms. She held up the infant’s
hand and wanted to know if we would buy a finger-
nail. If we bought one, it would bring us good luck.
So we bought two fingernails at fifty cents each.

In La Helvecia we saw this sign at the en-
trance to the church: “Guns, machetes, and dogs are
not allowed."

In Colombia Things Come Fresh

There is a knock on the door and it is the
milkman making his deliveries. At the front door is
a cow. He takes our container and milks the cow
until he gets the required amount of milk. Our milk
is delivered in its original container.

We go on a picnic and a lady takes a live
chicken for her lunch.

For meat the animals are driven to the mar-
ketplace and slaughtered. They hang the carcass on
a rack in the open air, with flies and dogs every-
where. You point to the part of meat you want to
buy, and the butcher takes a handful and cuts you a
chunk of meat. So you get a chunk roast or steak.
But often it is so tough that you have to grind it be-
fore you can eat it.

A Visit to a Farm

Today we decided to visit Dofia Cecilia, who
lives on a farm in the mountains that is about a
three-hour walk from Pereira. We had to follow a
steep slippery path over the mountain. When we
reached the summit, we could see a beautiful valley
below. To get to the farm we had to cross the valley
and a small river. There was a bamboo pole that
served as a bridge across the river. On this visit we
had the opportunity to read and discuss the scrip-
tures and have prayer with the family.

On our return when we came to the river,
there was no bamboo pole on which we could cross.
A man who was opposed to the work of the mis-
sionaries had removed the pole. The only thing that
we could do was to wade out into the river and hope
for the best. We arrived home wet and hungry.

A Visit of the Young People

After a long day when we were exhausted
and ready to retire, we heard a knock on the door.
To our surprise there were 13 young people who
had come to listen to a program on our radio. We
were glad to share our radio with them because
there are not many places where they could go and
find wholesome entertainment.

The Language Can Be Confusing

When Jimmy was growing up, he wondered
why there were two words for everything: potato—
papa, bread—pan, water—agua. One day he asked
me, “Are you my papa?” I told him that I was. Then
he asked, “Are you also my potato?”

Sometimes a Missionary Has to go into
Strange Places

Gladys went to visit Martha, one of the most
attractive girls in her Sunday School class. She has
been absent for two Sundays. When I inquired about
her, the other girls said, “She has gone to live the
life of a prostitute in the red light district.” She did
not want to go but her parents cannot work and they
had no food.

Late in the week I went to visit her. The girls
were dressed in their gay long dresses standing by
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the door of their cottage. I found where Martha was
staying and I went in to talk with her. Her eyes were
red and filled with tears as we talked about Jesus
and His power to save. Some of the other girls came
in and over and over they asked if Jesus loved them.
I assured them that He did. Soon it was dark, and
the owner angrily shouted for me to get out and for
the girls to go to work.

There was another girl who ran away with a
man. But she soon realized that this was not the life
for her and she returned home in disgrace. She had
to remain in the kitchen and could not show her face
when visitors came. We took her into our home, and
she stayed with us until there was an opening in the
dormitory. With the training she received, she was
able to find a new beginning for her life.

Worshipping With Fear and Trembling

Today is a feast day, and the procession
passes by our chapel, carrying their saint upon a
wooden platform. The street is filled with people
from curb to curb. They are repeating the Lord’s
Prayer, and, when they pass by the open door of our
chapel, they let go a shower of rock upon our con-
gregation. “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us” took on a deeper
meaning for me.

Tragedy Is a Part of a Missionary’s Life

Today Don Alfredo came to repair the tin
roof on the mission building. He was holding a sheet
of metal roofing and, as he turned to put it in place,
the wind blew it into contact with the high line. He
received an electrical shock that knocked him off
the roof. He fell to the street and received injuries
from which he did not recover.

Monday morning, Blas, one of our out-
standing students from the country, had a high fever.
Dr. Galloway came and said that he had typhoid
fever and that we would have to send him to the
hospital. We took him to the hospital, and they
placed him on a thin mat on the floor. Every day I
sent Carlos, his brother, to the hospital with barley
water for Blas. Then one morning Carlos returned
and said that Blas was not on his mat and he could
not find him. Davis went to the hospital to see what
had happened. They told him that he would find the
body in the back patio. There were several bodies
covered with sheets. He looked under these sheets
until he found the body of Blas.

Davis bought a black wooden casket, and we
carried the body to the chapel for the funeral ser-
vice. Word was sent to some men of the church to
go to the cemetery and dig the grave. And at 5:00

p.m. we slowly walked to the cemetery and there
sprinkled lime on the body and nailed the top on the
casket and lowered it into the grave and filled the
grave with dirt.

But this was not the end of the story, for Blas
had entered into a greater life to live for evermore.
The last message of this 14-year-old boy was, “Be
faithful until death,” and this he was.

Don Martiniano had to make the long trip to
the country to tell Blas’s parents the sad story.

A Call for Help by a Little Boy

The other day a little boy came into my class-
room saying, “I want to see Misia Gladys.” I asked
him what he wanted. He said that his mother wanted
me to come to her house at once. I hesitated because
his mother had been quite unfriendly and I did not
know what to anticipate. However, I went to her
house and found that her mother was very ill. She
wanted me to talk with her mother and prepare her
for dying. I was pleased to know that she trusted in
the Christ that we knew and proclaimed.

When 1 left, her mother, with tears in her
eyes, said, “Recommend me to your God.” I assured
her that God in his love would receive her. And she
responded, “Yes, I know. I die trusting God to re-
ceive me.”

When I returned to my classroom, there was a
man standing at the door. He asked me for money so
that he could go to Buga and be healed by the mi-
raculous Christ, a wooden image hanging from a
CrosS.

The great need of the Colombian people is to
have a personal knowledge of the Christ who died
upon the cross and is alive today to give them vic-
tory and peace.

A Visit of the Priest

Today we had our usual visit of the priest
with about fifty children. They have been coming
for the last three Sunday afternoons gathering in
front of our house. Chanting and screaming, “Down
with the Protestants—they take communion with
corn bread!” Suddenly the shouting stops, and in
unison they ask for more candy. The priest passes
out the sweets, and once again the Protestant dem-
onstration is under way.

Some Strange Requests

Yesterday Alicia came by and brought her
one-year-old baby. We were supposed to tie a rope
around its ankles and hang it upside down for one
minute. This was a ritual that they observed when
the baby was one year old.
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There was a knock at the door, and a man had
come to get me to baptize his baby. He heard that |
would do it for fifty cents, and the priest wanted to
charge him one peso.

Two ladies came to our door and said that
they wanted to speak with a Protestant. I told them
that I was one. “Well,” she said, “I have an evil
spirit in me. It bites and stings, and I want you to
heal me.” I told her that I did not have power to do
this. She was disappointed because she had been
told that the Protestants had power to cast out evil
spirits. I think her problem was that she had a rash
that would break out and cause the biting and sting-
ing sensation. But she felt sure that her problem was
caused by an evil spirit that had entered into her.

A Full Day — Sunday, September 8

Last night three believers came in from the
country and spent the night with us. Sunday morn-
ing had breakfast with our guests. Sunday School
was at 9:00 and worship service at 10:30, after
which we had lunch with our visitors. We had a
good meeting with the women at 2:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by a meeting with the children at 3:00 with a
large group present.

Then I went out to La Popa to visit Misia
Emilia, who was ill. I walked back home, which
took about 40 minutes. I had no time to eat dinner,
since it was 6:30 and time for the Christian En-
deavor meeting. At 7:30 the worship service was
conducted, then I had a bite to eat and went to bed.

Thank God for a Friend in the Time of Need

What a blessing the Galloways have been to
us! When the days seemed lonely and difficult, they
ministered to us in such loving and thoughtful ways.
Indeed we are thankful for those who made our bur-
dens lighter.

Dr. Galloway was indeed a friend in the time
of need. He cared for us when we were ill with ty-
phoid fever, pneumonia, and malaria or when we
needed an operation. All of his services to us were
without charge. When we needed medical advice he
always came to our assistance. He was not ashamed
of the faith he professed. He would come and take
communion with us when it was not the popular
thing to do. He helped us in many ways.

I remember on one occasion the horse we
used in our missionary work got tangled up in a
barbed wire fence and was badly cut. The only thing
I knew to do was to call on Dr. Galloway. Without
hesitation he said, “Let us go and see what we can
do.” It took a lot of energy to get the horse down on
the ground and tie its feet securely. Then Dr. Gallo-

way could sew up the deep, bleeding cuts. He
worked most of the afternoon under a hot tropical
sun treating the wounds of the horse.

I tried to express my gratitude to him for the
work he had done. He replied, “You know that
horse also does the work of a missionary. He had
wounds that had to be attended to, and that we have
done.”

Dr. Galloway was a friend to all the mission-
aries, and he was always ready to lend a helping
hand. He gave his support to our missionary work in
many ways. In his life the spirit of Christ was evi-
dent.

A Word of Thanks

Don Miguel® came to visit us today, and he
wanted me to give this message to his Christian
friends in the States:

“I want to tell you how grateful I am that you
loved the people in Colombia enough to send mis-
sionaries to bring us the good news of the Gospel.
And how thankful I am that I had the privilege of
hearing the Gospel message! When I accepted Jesus
as my personal Savior, He saved me from a life of
misery to a life of freedom, joy, and peace,

“My life without Christ was filled with dark-
ness. I would go to the market to buy food for my
family, but, instead of buying food, I would spend
all my money for liquor. I would return home drunk
and without food. My children would run and hide
among the coffee trees when they saw me coming.
They were afraid because I would often beat them
without any cause, but how different it is now since
I found new life in Christ! Now when I go to the
market, I come home with a full sack of food. And
when my children see me coming, they run to meet
me with open arms and laughter. Now instead of
looking for my children to beat them, I call my fam-
ily together to read the Bible and have family
prayers. How grateful I am that I heard the message
of Jesus’ love and how He died for me so that I
might live for Him!”

Today | Had a Talk with Don Juan and He
Told Me of His Search for Peace and Salva-
tion

“In my search for peace, I went to several
priests and asked them what I must do to be saved
and find peace for my soul. They told me to say the
“Ave Maria” and the Lord’s Prayer many times a
day and to keep the feast days and support the
church and attend mass as often as I could. All this I

% Don is the Spanish word for Mr., so it’s Mr. Miguel
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faithfully did, but I did not find the peace for which
I was searching,

“Each time that I would go to confession, the
Padre would tell me to do penance, but this did not
bring peace. One priest suggested that I go to Buga
and kneel before the miraculous Christ hanging
from a wooden cross and ask for His peace. I
worked hard to save money to make the journey to
Buga. I knelt before the miraculous image of Christ
and earnestly made my pleas for peace. But I re-
turned home with all my sins unforgiven and to take
up the same old pattern of living and without hope
of finding peace and salvation.

“One day I was in Pereira and passed by the
mission. I stopped to listen to the singing, and then I
heard these words read from a book: “Surely He has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. Yet we did
esteem Him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted.
But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was
bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement of our
peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” This was a mes-
sage that | had longed to hear. At the end of the ser-
vice, I talked to the person in charge. He explained
to me the Gospel message and gave me a Bible. |
took it home with me, and I spent the whole night
reading the scriptures by the light of a small candle.
When I read John 3:16, a new hope came into my
life. I accepted Jesus as my personal Savior, and |
found peace and salvation. A whole new way of life
opened up before me.”

Don Juan was very anxious to tell his
neighbors about the new life he found in Christ. And
in his home a preaching point was established.

Furlough Time—November 1935

We have only two Sundays before we leave
for the States on our first furlough. It is with mixed
emotions that we approach the time of our departure
from Colombia. We hate to leave our friends in
Pereira, and yet, on the other hand, it will be won-
derful to be with our loved ones and friends in the
U.S.A.

Today we leave for the States, and we are
ready to go to the railroad station. To our surprise
the whole congregation has come to go with us to
the station to see us off and bid us farewell.

NOTE: When we returned to Pereira in 1936
at the end of our furlough, the congregation was at
the station to meet us and welcome us back. Indeed,
we are happy to be back and to continue our service
in this congregation.

Colossians 3:11

In this new life in Christ, one’s nationality or
race or education or social position is unimportant;
such things mean nothing. Whether a person has
Christ is what matters, and He is equally available to
all.

Cumberland Presbyterian (CP)
Places and Dates of service
Rev. Davis and Gladys Bryson

» [ served at the Ebenezer CP Church near
Memphis and the Fourth CP Church of
Memphis from 1929 to 1931.

=  We served in Cali & Pereira, Colombia,
from December 1931 to October 1934.

=  We served in Pereira & Cali, Colombia,
from December 1936 to April 1941

= | served as pastor of Shiloh CP Church,
Ovilla, Texas, in 1941 and the Rose City
CP Church, near North Little Rock, Arkan-
sas from 1942-44.

=  We returned to Colombia June 10, 1944,
and served in Cali until Nov. 5, 1947.

= [served as pastor of the Yorkville, Tennes-
see, CP Church from November 20, 1946,
to October 39, 1947.

=  We served in San Francisco at the Chinese
Cumberland Presbyterian Church from
November 11, 1947, to December 30,
1971, at which time I retired.

= [ moved to Sunnyvale in December 1971
and assisted several churches as a volun-
teer minister to senior citizens.
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Then and Now

In June 1974 1 had the privilege of going to
Colombia after I had been away for 38 years. Tre-
mendous changes had taken place. When we first
went to Colombia, there were open sewers running
in the streets. High-rise buildings have taken the
place of the adobe structures. The population of Cali
has increased more than 900,000 over the years. The
new growth has created new problems, and the
needs of the people have multiplied.

One afternoon I went to Vilachi, the building
that was used by our mission. As I stood in front of
the door through which Gladys and I entered on De-
cember 22, 1931, my mind was flooded by memo-
ries of the past. I recalled the first “Semana de
Juventud” and its small beginning in our little
chapel. The memories of the past confronted me
with the realities of the present. In the beautiful
sanctuary of the Cali Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, about 500 young people from the different
churches in the Cauca Valley Presbytery had as-
sembled for a youth conference. Dr. José Fajardo,
the first baptized member of the Cali church, was
speaking to the group.

I remembered that when we first went to Co-
lombia, when the nuns saw us coming, they would
place a handkerchief over their nose and cross over
to the other side of the street. Seemingly, they were
afraid that if they met us face to face they might get
Protestantism.

The last Sunday I was in Cali, we had com-
munion, and two nuns came forward, knelt at the

altar, and received communion served by a Protes-
tant minister. It was also encouraging to hear that
the missionaries and priest would come together for
prayer and Bible study.

It was a thrill for me to stand in front of the
beautiful church in Pereira with its pastor, Rev.
Gabriel Velez, and his family. His wife had been a
student in our school.

Across the way I could see the old building
where the Cumberland Presbyterian mission had its
beginning. I thought of the sacrifices that had been
made and the dreams of the Pereira congregation to
have a church building adequate for their needs. I
recalled how faithful the members were to bring
their little red hearts with their offering for the
building fund.

I thought of the day that Don Baudillo re-
ceived baptism and promised to be faithful to his
Lord, how he was shot in the back by his enemies
while he was praying by his bedside.

As I stood with Gabriel and his family, I re-
membered the day that he came to Cartago and ex-
pressed his desire to prepare himself for the gospel
ministry. It was a joy to tell him that a scholarship
was available and that he could go to Cali and enter
the Colegio Americano. It was my privilege to have
been his teacher when we served in Cali.
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DEDICATORY SERVICE OF REV. AND
DAVIS O. BRYSON

BY MRS. S. O. PAYNE, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

There have

el College,

been numer-

ous consecra-
tion services
in which
hearts were
touched and
tendered;
many mis-
sionaries
have been
commis-
sioned by va-
rious peoples
to go out into
h e athendom
in the name
of the Christ
to win the
lost, but we
earnestly be-

thronged into
the auditori-
um.

The very
a t m osphere
was so per-
meated with
the spirit
of praise
and thanks-
giving that
the entire
c ongregation
joined hearti-
ly in singing
the Doxolo-
gy. The invo-
cation w a s
offered by

lieve that
history has
never recorded a sweeter and more
precious service than that held in
the beautifully-appointed Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church of Milan,
Tenn., on December 6, 1931, when
Rev. and Mrs. Davis 0. Bryson
were set apart for definite service
in Cali, Colombia—our own South
American field.

Boston ferns in bronze urns,
placed about the altar seemed to
hallow the spot, and truly, we felt
that we were treading on “holy
ground.” Long before the hour
for service had arrived, the citizens
of Milan, in company with hosts
from distant towns and a delega-
tion from the student body of Beth-

Missionary Messenger, March 1932

REY. AND MRS,

Reve . W.
Dishman of
McKenzie, Tenn. Following this,
Rev. H. C. Walton of Jackson,
Tenn., read Scripture from the
third chapter of 1 Corinthians and
the tenth chapter of Romans.
The Milan quartet sang very ex-
pressively, “Thine for Service,”
after which Rev. E. R. Ramer de-
livered a most appropriate conse-
cration address. How we wished
that the church, as a whole, could
hear the stirring appeal to be true
to the workers as they are true to
Christ and the Church! In pre-
senting the candidates, Rev. Ramer,
who for many years has been very
intimately acquainted with the
parents of both Rev. and Mrs. Bry-

D. 0. BRYSON
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son, told many interesting details
of their Lives. Perhaps these faets
made the service more appealing—
certainly they made it an informal

hour.

Portions of Scripture, arranged
on the programs, were read re-
sponsively by the congregation,
Rev. and Mrs. Bryson, and, indeed,
these were significant in creating
z worshipful atmosphere. In just
such spirit of consecration, Mrs.
Johnie Massey Clay, in her gra-
cious, inimitable manner, presented
the charge and delivered the com-
missions. To witness her grave

sincerity, to see the radiant joy on

the faces of the voung couple, ves,
just to be a part of that serviee is
a8 memory that will remain
throughout eternity! Surely, heav-
en itgelf rang forth with a glorious
melody as the consecrating prayer
was offered and every heart must

have been lified to the Father ask-
ing Him to protect those whe go
in our behalf as well as to keep
ug mindful of and true to our task.

As this impressive service drew
to a clese, the congregation ex-
tended hands of service and hearts
of loyalty to these—our new mis-
sionaries—as together, they =ang
“God Be With You Till We Meet

- Again”

The citizenship of Milan felt that
it was an honor for their little eity
to be host on this cccasion;
churches of all denominations were
delighted to have a definite part
in such a greal program; those who
attended the service were drawn
very near unte heaven, and as you
read this brief review, won't you
remember that the Brysons go in
vour béhalf to nssist Misses Brintle
and Barnett in leading those in the
darkness of South America to know
Christ Jesug?

REV. AND MRS. BRYSON'S STATE-
MENTS ON “MY CAILL TO
SOUTH AMERCIA”

I bad not been deeply interested
in the South American work until
I received the news that Kev. and
Mrs.- Conyers had been forced to
return to the States on account of
the iliness of their son. This mes-
sapge in some way placed a burden
on my heart for the work in South
Ameriea. 1 had often heard the
statement that South America was
erying out for Christ and this still
made the burden much heavier. I,
too, realized that I could go to
South America if I would only sar-
render myself wholly unto the Lord
and give up my. hopes and ambi-
tiong in the home land. When we

Missionary Messenger, March 1932

~are working for the Lord we can-

not have our own way. For Jesus
said unto his disciples, “If any man
come after me, let him deny him-
self and take up his cross and fol-
low me.” We truly fesl that it is
our duty and privilege to bear the
eross for Christ in South America.

Indeed we had much to give up
~gur {riends, Joved ones and home.
We have some dear friends at
Ebenezer and Fifth Church, and it
grieves our hearts te bid them
farewell. We had planned so much
for our work in the future at these
places, and while reflecting on
these things this message came to
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me, “He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy
of me. And he that tnketh not his
‘cross and followeth after me is not
worthy of me”” When 1 was talk-
ing to Mrs. Clay about the work
she told me the things that I would
be expected to do. She asked me
if I could do it? I was forced to
5ay, ne, but the words of Paul came
to me, “1 can do all things through
Christ which strengthencth me.”
We are going to this field not
trusting in owr own strength, but
trusting in Jesus the Christ to
strengthen, keep and guide us in
this new field. Jesus has prom-
ised his followers that He would
never forsake or leave them  and
that He will go with them even
unto the end of the world, We are
not going to South America alone,
for Jesus is going with us. As we
leave for our new field of labor we
sincerely covet the prayers of the
church that God will lead and keep
us in His Holy Name.

Prayerfully,
D, 0. Bryson
* * +*

For sometime I have felt that
there was a great work in South
America and that God eould use us
there. Yet I felt that T was an-
swering God’s call by giving my
entire time to His work here at
home. We had such 2 wonderful
place to serve, so pleasant, and
with such a future, that I felt we
were serving God to the best of our
ability. Yet at times I would feel
that there were thousands who
could take our place here and so
few toe go to those who had nnot
even heard of the Christ. When
South America was mentioned by
Mrs. Slaton last SBummer we would
not even consider it, for we were
86 happy in our work here and had

to know the Christ. And as we go
we do not have any feeling of re-
gret because we count it a privilege
to witness for Him even unto the
utmost partz of the world for “Lo,

auch dear people with whom to
work. My husband had such plans
for the future and it seemed st
last that we could have a home we
had so much wanted. We bought
our furniture and felt that we were
stationed for a period of several
vears. Yet, often the thought of
South America would come to my
mind, and I felt that I did not have
exactly the peace of mind that 1
should have. Then one day as we
weare preparing for our W. B, M.
Day program my husband said,
"Who knows, we might be in South
America some day.” This thrilled
my heart because 1 realized then
that 1 would love to serve my Lord

there. But I turned it off because |

we were 50 happily settled, and 1
was selfish enough to want to re-
main where we were when God was
calling us to 2 greater service.

1 didn’t mention it.te Mr. Bry-
son because I didn't want to influ-
ence him. I knew if God was call-
ing him he would realize it. We
did not diseuss the matter any
more until we noticed in the paper
that Rev. and Mrs. Convers had
been forced to return. Then it
dawnad upon us that God could uxe
us there. Yet we were not ready
to go; we feli we had our plans
made to stay in BMemphis. After
synod it seemed that we would
know no peace unless we surren-
dered our lives to Him. We prayed
earnestly and our excuses seemed
as trifles when we took them to
the Lord. Then one day together
we surrendered our lives and said,
“Laord, we'll give up 2l and follow
thee” We realized that we were
unworthy to fellow Him if we did
not take up His cross and deny our-
selves and follow Him.

Prav that we may be 1used of
Him and that we may bring many

He is with us.” He has promised
us that He will never leave us nor
forsake us. We are happy indeed
to go and we covet your pravers.
Gladye Holt Bryson.
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DOCTOR INMAN CONCERNING:OUR
WORK IN CALI

Dr. Inman is the Executive Secre-
tary of the Committee on Co-Op-
eration in Latin America, which
committee is made up of picked
men, chosen without regard to de-
nomination, but for their experi-
ence and information as an ‘advi-
sory group to Mission Boards of
all denominations in the United
States and Canada doing mission-
ary work in South America, which
is regarded as a difficult field.
'This committee sends its executive
secretary on frequent tours of
South America to study and make
detailed report of all mission fields.
He visited our missions last sum-
mer, met our missionaries, and the
following is an excerpt from a re-
cent letter from Dr. Inman:

“You have a remarkable field in
the city of Cali and the delightful
valley surrounding it. It is un-
doubtedly one of the most beauti-
fyl valleys in the world, nature it-
self being in tune with the heaven-
Iy Father in spreading the spirit
of love in the heart of man. Cali
is a town which is coming out from
its former isolation and has com-
mercial and economic prospects,
and you could not have found a
finer field in all of South America.
I can truthfully say that I have not
seen in all of my recent trips to
South America a more promising
work than you have in Cali. We
cannot expect too much of our

workers when we send them down
into a lonely place like Cali, where
they have no fellowship with their
people and where they have not
had considerable training on the
life, literature and culture of the
people where they are going. It is
difficult for North Americans to
understand the need of such prepa-
ration. Ordinarily it is thought
that this preparation would be se-
cured on the fiecld, but I am more
and more convinced this cannot be
done, at least under twenty or
twenty-five years of residence.
The field seems to be open to the
type of work that your missionaries
are especially fitted to do. While
there is an independent missionary
group located there they are not
prepared to do any educational
work. As a matter of fact, while
they have been there for many
years there seems to be little in-
dication, from my inquiries in the
city, that people were aware of
their presence. Certainly your field
is clear for doing an outstanding
piece of educational work, especial-
ly the training of teachers. Your
missionaries, who are graduates of
the Peabody Normal School, have
a clear idea of the best kind of
service that could be rendered to
this part of Colombia, where there
is practically no training for teach-
ers. Wae understand from our his-
tory in this country, as well as mis-

FIRST WORD FROM

REV. AND MRS. BRYSON-
WRITE OF OUR SOUTH AMERICAN WORK

Dear Coworkers: We arrived in
Buenaventura Monday, December
21. Misses Brintle and Barnett
were there to meet us, and we were
certainly glad to see them. We had
heard so much Spanish on the ship
that it made us long to see some-
one that could speak English. It
would have been very difficult for
us to have checked and arranged
for the shipping of our baggage to
Cali without their aid, as we did

not know the language nor about
the various details that we had to
go through with in otder to get our
baggage delivered at our door in
Cali. But with their aid, we did
not have a bit of trouble, and did
not even have to pay duty on our
baggage. We are certainly grate-
ful to them for the service rendered
us. It would have been a very dif-
ficult task for us.to have made the
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trip from Buenaventura to Cali
without their aid.

As the trip from Buenaventura
to Cali was my first trip through
the mountains, it was naturally
very interesting to me. The scen-
ery was just wonderful; every turn
had something new for one to see.
Certainly the Lord has blessed Co-
lombia with beautiful scenery. One
can fully appreciate the handiwork
of the Lord when they see the mas-
terpieces of nature. Cali is a city
of about one hundred and twenty
thousand inhabitants situated at
the foot of the mountains in a
beautiful valley.

We found a mission that the
church should indeed be proud of,
well organized in every depart-
ment. The school is one of the
most important cogs of the mission.
In many cases we are able to reach
‘the parent through the child. Our
Sunday school is made up princi-
pally of those that are interested
in the school. We found two won-
derful missionaries, Misses Barnett
and Brintle, who are certainly to
be complimented for their coura-
geous spirit and their willingness
to work. There is a marvelous
spirit existing in the mission. Ethel
and Bernice are having a rehearsal
this afternoon for their Christmas
program which is to be given to-
night. This was our first oppor-
tunity to sce the pupils of the
school, and they are certainly a
very promising group.

The natives have alrcady won
our hearts. Oh, how much we de-
sire to help them. They seem so
eager to learn and are willing to
do anything to help carry the work
on. Indeed the Lord has called us
into a great field, The harvest is
white, but the laborers are few. I
think the Cali field offers us a great

opportunity to spread the gospel,
as Cali is the industrial center of
Colombia, and we have already our
school and church well established
here. We feel sure that the Lord

_is going to bless us in our labor in

the Cali field, which needs laborers
80 much. Pray to the Lord that we
may have more laborers. The na-
tives are worthy of every oppor-
tunity that we might be able to
give them. We long for the time
to come when we can talk with
them, and know them, for they al-
ready seem so dear to us. We are
thankful that God has called us
into this work, and that we have
answered God's call. We are also
grateful for having the privilege
of working with Misses Barnett
and Brintle. They certainly have
a wonderful missionary spirit and
we feel sure that God is going to
bless our efforts. We are ds one
missionary family, all working for
the advancement of God’s kingdom.
May we all have a greater mission-
ary spirit.
Sincerely,
D. O. Bryson.

* » %X

Dear Coworkers: We have been
so busy seeing and looking since
we arrived that it seems the time
has slipped by so quickly. Misses
Brintle and Barnett met us at
Buenaventura and you can imagine
how delighted we were to see them,
We had a very interesting trip
over, especially’through the Pana-
ma Canal. Tuesday morning as we
came on the train from Buenaven-
tura to Cali I think I have never
seen more beautiful scenery. It is
only about {fifty miles directly

-across the Andes, but the railroad

winds in and out among the moun-
tains in order to cross them, and it
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)
takes about seven hours to make

the trip. Often we could look down

below us and see the railroad far
below winding down the slope. As
the sun came up over the moun-
tains, and the clouds gradually fad-
ed away, it was beautiful. At last
we reached “LaCumbre,” (the sum-
mit) an elevation of 6,000 feet, and
we could look out over the Cauca
Valley far below and see again the
Central Andes far in the distance.
The valley is about 25 miles wide

and about 100 miles long. It looks
as level as the plains, and winding
in and out is the Cauca River,
which looks perfectly clear, The
trees and grass are fresh and green
and you can imagine the beauty as
one looks down from the summit
of the mountains.

Of course we were eager to see
what Cali was going to look like,
as we had only scen little thatched
roofed houses since we left Buena-
ventura, At last we were told to

Top View: The South American Mission, (xx) The door to the chapel.
(x) The school room.
Bottom View: The rear view of the mission.
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look quickly and for a few seconds
the city was in sight far below.
Several hours later we came into
full view of the city, but not until
after we had reached the foot of
the mountains. Cali is located in
the edge of the valley and our mis-
sion is out directly in the foothills.
When we first arrived in Cali the
streets looked like long narrow ca-
nals, because the houses are all
built opening into the street. When
the girls told the driver to stop, 1
could hardly realize we were there,
for I thought it would be a house
out by itself, with a large play-
ground. In the long continuous
white wall this was just another
opening. The door is a large
double door, and it opens into a
patio. The interior is very at-
tractive and cozy. Our mission-
aries have worked hard with their
flowers and they are beautiful. The
most striking thing at first to me
was the general appearance of the
classrooms. They are arranged
very much as our school rooms at
home. Their equipment is very
good and their methods are the
best. One cannot truly appreciate
this until you realize the difficulty
and trials they must have had in
securing these things where every-
thing is so extremely high and hard
to get. The school, 1 am sure,
would be recognized as a very, very
good one in any country. We have
not vet had the opportunity to meet
all the pupils, but we were here
for the Christmas program Thurs-
day night, and, although we could
not understand a word, we were
amazed at the program. It was
very good, indeed, and showed that

the pupils were so willing to do.

The parents were beaming over the
success the pupils had made.

We are delighted with Don Mar-

tiniano and his family. They indeed
seem to be a consecrated family.
How many times we have wished
we could talk with them. We have
started our study of the language,
but realize it will be a long, diffi-
cult study. I do wish they would
start Spanish at Bethel. It would
make it so much easier for the
missionaries. I do hope Betty
Smith can come in February be-
cause then we could all go right on
together; she could help us, as she
has studied Spanish and we could
help her by that time. Then we
can all be ready to start teaching
probably by the fall opening of
school. They need more help so
badly. Davis is going to take the
older boys in woodworking, ‘and I
am going to take the older girls in
Home Economics, and although we
do not know the language, this will
help us learn it, and, in a small

. way, relieve Miss Brintle and Miss

Barnett. I will be so glad when
we learn the language well enough
to take over our share of the work.
They have worked so hard, and are
g0 interested in the work that they
are not willing to let it suffer for
lack of workers, and we feel that
they do need to be lightened of
their duties. It just swells our
heart when we see so much to be
done. Surely this is a great field,
for this is the only Protestant
school in Cali, and they are so ea-
ger to learn.

We had a very pleasant Christ-
mas day. Early in the momning

Don Martiniane’s family came down -

and we opened our gifts. We also
had the gifts for them sent out by
Jose and Rev. and Mrs. Conyers.
It was very difficult for them to
keep back the tears as they opened
the gifts from those loved ones so
far away. But in spite of it all, it
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was a very jolly occasion, and we
enjoyed it. Various ones came in

to bring gifts to Miss Brintle and -

Miss Barnett and they always re-
membered us with a card. You
can’t realize how much we appre-

ciated their kindness toward us. .The ‘

natives are such lovable people, and
our hearts are touched by their de-
votion to our workers here.

Late in the afternoon after our
guests had all gone, we went out

for a walk. The scenery was beau- -

tiful, and as we walked up on the
mountain slope toward Don Mar-
tiniano’s, we just had to look in at
the windows as we passed so close
to see their mangers. The natives
do not have Christmas trees, but
have improvised mangers with a
beautiful star of tinsel hanging
over it. They have the manger
built up on tables, making it grad-
ually slope down to the floor. They
put green grass all around and
have all sorts of little toy animals
around. On one side of the man-

ger is Joseph and on the other is .

Mary. Angels are hovering all
around., They make little churches
and houses which are very attrac-

tive and place them all around. In .

the manger is the little Christ
Child. The gifts are placed under
the child’s pillow and after he sces
them on Christmas they place them
in the manger., It is certainly a
beautiful scene. However, Don
Martiniano has abandoned this cus-
tom in his home, and had a very
pretty Christmas tree instead. We
walked on up the mountain side
with Don Martiniano and his family
and enjoyed it very much. ‘
Today is a very busy one for us
as it is Saturday and, besides the
regular duties, we must make a

trip down town. It is striking that
some things are so modern, as elec-

tric lights and trains, yet they do

not have many of the simplest con-
veniences, as plows, axes, rakes and

- a thousand other simple imple-

ments. The foreigners have brought

in all the manufactured goods, as
there are no factories here. Every-
thing is very high. Flour is $2.60
for 26 pounds. Sugar is about 16
cents per pound and a box of salt
is 40 cents. It is very hard for us
to adjust ourselves to such enor-
mous prices. If we had only known
we could have brought so many
things with us, as we didn't have

to pay any extra duty. We gave.

away so much dried fruit which
down here is 80 cents per pound. It
is going to take so much for us to
start keeping house, as we will
have so many little necessities to
buy at {first. There is a great

- abundance of fresh vegetables for

which I am truly thankful, but of
course they are not cultivated as
ours are at home, They never plant
anything in rows. They have de-
licious fresh fruits, and we are en-
joying them so much.

It is almost time for lunch and
I have not finished my houseclean-
ing, so I must say good-bye. Oh,
I know we will just love the work
because already these people have
won our hearts. Dorris was so de-
lighted over her little dress and it
looked so sweet on her. The fruit
cake was delicious,

Write us often and excuse this
jumble as we are busy and our
minds are not exactly clear yet
after sceing so much., We  will

~write again the first of the week

and try to give a clearer interpre-
tation of what we have seen. They
told us to write on every inch of
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space in order not to have to pay so much at home, and feel that we
double, so that accounts for the ap- - have known them always.
pearance of this letter. The girls Prayerfully vours,

have been darling to us; we feel Gladys H. Bryson.

SHIPS THAT SAIL THE SEA

To Our Dear Friends, Davis and Gladys, on Their Departure for
South America, December 12, 1931

I have heard of battleships that dye the seas with blood

And I've heard of wicked pirate ships that prey upon the good,
And 1 have heard of slave ships with the sad, sad load they bore
Of people snatched for servitude upon a foreign shore.

And then there are the merchants’ ships, whose cargoes will be sold
They are worth so much—no more—of silver and of gold.

And still 1 know another ship to my mind for the best,

It’s mission’s higher, its cargo dearer than any of the rest.

It is not a battleship, no bloody war it makes,

And it is not a pirate ship, it gives instead of takes,

And it is not a slave ship, the King’s family it bears;

And it is not a merchant ship, you could not buy its wares.

No, it’s a missionary ship, and it goes across the foam

To feed the hungry, heal the sick, and call the wanderer home.
This ship will take the Brysons, who have heard the Father’s call
And, who, to spread His Kingdom have given Him their all.

Now, I have here another kind, we'll call it—our love ship,

And it’s all packed and ready for a South American trip.

It’s cargo’s for the Brysons, to them our ship will bear,

Small tokens of our loving thoughts, our gratitude and prayers,
Since we can’t travel with them, we still can do our part

And we promise them our full support, with hand and purse and heart.

(The above lines were written and delivered by a member of the mis-
sionary society of Milan, Tenn., at a shower given Rev. and Mrs.
Bryson just prior to their leaving for South America.)

THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE

The wise men ask, “What languape did Christ speak 77’
They cavil, argue, search, and little prove,
O Sages, leave your Syriac and vour Greek!
Christ spoke the universal language—LOVE,
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.
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EARLY HISTORY OF COLEGIO BOLTIVAR
1944 - 1947

The American Schoot for Engtish speaking students wWwas
apened in Juty 19448 by Dr. and Mrs. D 0. Bryson. Prior to
the Schoo! opening:.  «nglish seeaking students had a
diffucult decigion to make regarding btheir education.  Many
childrsn vemained in the United States or Engtand duving the
schiod! year. Others went to boarding schools in Buito orv
Bogota. Those that lived in Cali all vear rvound studisd
from the "Dailvert" correspondence course oy attendsd spanish
speaking achoals,

Mrs. RBryson started by teaching bery son Jimmy and &
friend Frankie Carder, By flusgyst a thivd pupit Mary EI1fon
Libby had started attending the schooi. By the end of the
first semestery there were 10 students in regsulary
attendence.  An official Board of Divectors was etected.
They were Dr. Brysons, Divector of the Colegio Americano, My,
Frank . Carder, Container Corporation of Amervica, and Mr.
Joez Libbyy a representitive of an fwerican coffes company.
Mr. Carder was sent to Colombia to purchass land and start
construction of a new box factory. That factory is now
catied Carton de Colombia.

The LDoleaic Bmericans provided a <lassroom in which
arades 1 through 8 were tausht. The State oFf Tenncosos
PURIIC SChodl CUrYicUium was Used &8 & g9Uide in ovrganizing
the course 0f Sstudy. The text books were ordered from book
pubtlishers in the States.

By the end of the second semester there wers 350
students, reeoresenting the United States,. OGreat Britains
Switzerland, Argentina and Canada. The school was 9rowing
rapidiy and the board dedided o bring a full time teacher
from the United Btates. Migs Peogay Dunm, of Milwaukes,
started teaching in the schoot in July 1945, O the school
comtinued to garows the Colegio fmericana lent assistancs by
providing teachers for Seanish: Art and Music., Mrs.

Ibanez, & Cali residenty Was added as & Full time teaChor
pefore the ond of the 1945 vear. The achool remaivesd in Lhe
Coteaio Americans on Calle de Colombia throush 1947, The
engl ish school soon outgrew the facilities avaitablte at the
2ld Eolegio Americano bUuilding so the board voted to move
the school to the San Fernando district.
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SEMINARY GRADUATION — The
Commencement service of the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Theological Semi-
nary, McKenzie, Tenn., will be held
Wednesday evening at seven thirty
o’clock June 5, 1957, in the local Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church.

The sermon will be delivered by Dr.
George E. Coleman, pastor of the Park
Avenue Cumberland Presbyterian
Church of Memphis. The degrees will
be awarded by Dr. Thomas H. Camp-
bell, President of the Seminary.

The following are scheduled to re-

ONE HUNDRED FORTY-FIVE WILL RECEIVE DEGREES
AT BETHEL COLLEGE'S 115TH ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT

TWO EVERY HOME PLANS

Walnut Grove church, Walnut Grove,
Mississippi with 11 subsecribers. Rev.
Walter L. Mavo is pastor.

Sharon church, Sharon, Tennessee,
with 34 subscribers.Rev. Roy E. Blake-
burn is pastor.

Group subscriptions include the fol-
lowing: Mrs. Luther Richards, White,
@Eecorgia. €; Mrs. €. @, Ising, ‘Hort
Smith. Arkansas, 7; Z. V. McClung,

Muskogee, Oklahoma, 5.

ceive the Bachelor of Divinity Degree
at that time. Frank Thomas Blain,
Short Creek, Kentucky; Herbert Wil-
liam Carlock, Jr., Pine Blufi, Arkansas;
Tolbert B. Dill, Pine Bluff, Arkansas;
Harry Horace Estes, Kevil, Kentucky;
James David Hester, Waverly, Ten-
nessee; John Franklin Kennedy,
Springfield, Missouri; Hillman Moore,
Jackson, Tennessee; Melvin Sidney
Rowland, Longview, Texas; Morris
Henson Springer, North Little Rock,
Arkansas; Paul Ray Troutt, Sturgis,
Kentucky; and John W. Wright, Jr.,
Marshall, Texas.

Bethel College, McKenzie, Tennes-
see, will graduate one of its largest
classes when degrees are conferred on
145 at commencement exercises June
6. Delivering the address will be Dr.
Turner N. Clinard, pastor of the First
Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
Greeneville, Tennessee. The service
will be held in the John W. Dishman
Gymnasium at 10 a.m.

Also at the commencement honorary
degrees will be conferred on two min-
isters of the denomination, Rev. E. R.
Ramer, pastor of the First Cumberland
Preshyterian Church, Kansas City, Mo.,
and Rev. Davis O. Bryson, director of
youth in the First Chinese Cumber-
land Preshyterian Church in San Fran-
cisco. On these two will be conferred
the Doctor of Divinity degrees “for
outstanding contributions to the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church.”

Rev. Mr. Bryson will deliver the bac-
calaureate sermon to the graduating
class on Sunday evening, June 2, in the
John W. Dishman Gymnasium.

Commencement Speaker
Dr. Clinard is a graduate of Bethel
(Continued on page 14)

Rev. Davis 0. Bryson
Baccalaureate sermon & honorary
degree

May 28, 1957

Rev. E. R. Ramer
Doctor of Divinity

Dr. Turner N. Clinard
Commencement speaker
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Cumberland Ministers |

To Receive Degrees

Bethel College will confer the
Doctor of Divinity degree on The|
Rev. E. R. Ramer of Kansas City,
Missouri, and The Rev. D, O. Bry-
son of San Francisco, California,
at the college commencement, |
June 6. These degrees are con-
ferred in  recognition of both
ymen’s outstanding contributions
to the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church.

| REV. D. O. BRYSON

| The Rev. D. O. Bryson was edu- .
{cated at North Texas A & M and

|at Bethel College.

|Methodist University and the!
iCumber]and Theological Semin-

iary. After various pastorates in'
Texas, Tennessee and Arkansas,
|he served as missionary to
[Columbia, South America, from
1931 to 1946. Mr. Bryson has,|

|the San
| Presbyterian Mission. He is mar-
ried to the former Gladys Holt,

daugm:-r of Mrs. Myrtle Helt of «
Mile:i, They have one son, jJames .

D. Bryson, of San Francmeo

MGA] AU

He has done |
1hlb graduate work at Southern

since 1947, served as director of -
Francisco Cumberland ¥

SE .
San Francisco’s Evening Newspape:

ﬂrsi‘rk

860 Howard St., Telephone EX 7-5700
Monday, Augusf 24, 1964
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LOST AND FOUND . . . Nelly
Lauw, a missionary fly 1ng from
Belomm to lndonesm is mlght\
grateful her path crossed briefly in
San Francisco with a fellow mis-
sionary, even though they still
haven't met. Miss Lauw, sightsee-

- ing on the GG Bridge, suddenlv

discovered her purse missing, It
contained her passpart, airline
ticket and expense money. Agi-
tated, she hurried‘to the Br 1dgu
office —and there ‘was her purse.
intact. By happy fate, a long-time
missionary, Rev., David Bryson.

tnow ‘minister of the Cumberland

Presbyterian Church in China-.
town, was strolling on.the bridgé’

\nth his wife and fouud tlie purse.

Al ot T TR e

E:
‘COMEBACK’ 18 SOUGHT 1

.|Bethel Speaker Cites Need_f
‘ For Faith In God ¢
4 M'KENZIE, Tenn., June 2. —-_]
The Rev. D. O. Brvson of San
‘|Francisco, speaking here Sunday
Inight to Bethel College gradu-
lates, challenged them to show!
what man can do in co-operation
{with God. I
. Delivering the baccalaureate
sermon at the college gymna-
{sium, he said, “The challenge
before you ig this: The commu-
nistic and athesistic world is
trying to demonstrate what man
Lean do without God. |
" “You are living in a time when
_ls difficult to have faith, but
ifaith in the eternal kingdom is
'the only way out. Without faith -
there is no power for the pres-
{ent.” he added. :
{ The Rev. Mr. Bryson is in'
feharge of the Cumberland Pres- !
yterian Mission for Chinese at i
: San Francisco and is a former,
South American misgionary. [
s “Our moral deficiency has '’
-cauglgt up with us and now we ¢
ylare in a desperate struggle to '
[imake a comeback before the '
#|world blows up on our face. This '
_lis a part of your heritage,” the !
{upum said in conclusion. |

N‘Mql 58 g‘_?
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A DRIRBRUTE TO DR. AND MRS. DAVIES O. ERY&?N

t how long the Brysons stayed here, 1t is what made
the Brigaég ggay ggranlgng thatywa celebgata their 20th anniversary

of service among us.

I am happy to have this cppcrtunit{ to congretylate Dr, and
Mrs, Scvyson who have se dedicated themsslves in bringing up o large

group of young people to be the pillers of our church,

These young people have bsen shoring the logds of sur minis-
tarial rvesponsibility by serving in different functicns of our church,
such a8 the choir, the church schonl, as committee cheirmen, on the
Bourd of Deacons and the Boord of Elders,

Or. Bryson has been serving as ex-officio adviser to the
Session ond to the variovs committess.

In 1957 when the Building Committee decided to raise funds to
tuild this beautiful church, Dr. Bryson helped to drew up the mustep

alan which mede the campeign so successful thet we raissd more than
100,000,

Dr. Bryson is e skillful carpenter. At different times when
the church needed moterial improvement, he put panels on the wolls
in different oress, put up shelves, closets, classroom vartitions,
etc; thus showing his willingrese to serve with his hamis as well
as with his spirit,.

In 1959 when we rencvated the old sanctuory into a chapel,
Lwa clussrooms and one office, Dr. Bryson helped a grotp of young
mun and accomplished the job,

firs. Bryson was no less @ moving force in molding lives into
ehristion living., Meny gotherings in her home, the personal cone
- tucts with each individuol and the retreats for Bible study reflect
g wpiril who wolks closely with Christ,

In conclusion, I say thst Dr. ond Mrs, Bryson have sa dovoted
themsulves to their call and have given us such extraordinary serw
viee that I really don't know how to say thonk you, 1 sincerely
hope Lhot they will continue long in their service here.

- Ted Farn Cham -
B
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Obhituaries

<< cHRonreal
1% 11

Gladys Bryson, 62,
[issionary in 5.k

Funeral services will be

held tomorrow for Mrs. P]ad-l

vs Bryson, a missionary in-| calion program

an Chinese Church here and
also {aucht in the adult edu-
since 1936,

San Francisco and abroad|a gain working extensively
for 40 vears. who died yester- | w 11!1 international students.

day at the age of 62.

Mrs. Bryson was born in
Milan, Tenn.., and studied at
Bethel College in Tennessee
and Soutiern Methodist Uni-
versily in Dallas.

She then went to Colombia
where she did much pioneer-
ing missionary work. She
concentrated on helping in-
ternalional students.

11 health {fcrced her fo
leave her work in Celombia
after 15 years and she moved
{o San Francisco. For the
last 25 years she worked with
the Cumberland Presbytieri-

|

Mrs. Bryson is survived by
her husband. Dr. Davis O.
Bryson. of San Francisco;
son James of Sunnyvale and
two grandchildren

Funeral services will he at
2:30 p.m. tomorrow at Cum-
berland Presbyierian Chi-
nese church. 865 Jackson St.
Dr. Fred Bryson, her nephew,
a dean al Southern Methodist
Universily, will ofliciate.

The family has requested
memorial coniributions to
the Bryson Scholarship find,
P.0O. Box 4149, Memphis.
Tenn., 614,

&,:

BRYSON, Gladys H.
FALCONE, Barbara J,
HORNOR, Daniel N.
KEALY. Anita C.
MAYNARD, Glenn W,
MORO, Stephen C.

NATA. Lucy

O'DONNELL, Edith M.

SCHUMACHER, Dominic (Jim) Ni-
cholas

SPIVEY, Harvey L.

BRYSON, Gladys H,— October 22,
177i, Gisdys H. Bryson. peioveod
vatr o D Davis O. Bryson, lov-

motrer of James D. Bryson,

£ znditother of Elizabeth and
James Bryson Jr,
~orvices Sungay, October 24, at

Cumt_t" and

. Interme ‘L \,m.nl
monials to the Bry
o Fund, in care of
= ._,n\ P.0. Bor 4139,
preterred,

N‘Lr'mu. L ce.
I-L)JHCENI' "PARKING

$23%,000 was contributed to this fund.

R
0
%:z
&*m

MATA, Lucy—In this city, October
22, 1971, Lucy Nata, beloved vu{:
of the lale Desiderio Nata. lovine
mother of Mrs. Nina A Ra*a’:"-.
Mrs. Josephine E.Farrar.and 102
late Wilbam R. Nata, loving
grandmother of I'we wrandchil-
dren and 11 _ereat-grandchildren:
a native of Tirano. liav

Friends may call after 5 o.m.,
Sunday. Funeral services il
take place Tuesday. Oclober 2o,
8:30 a.m., from hn ivemarial
Chapels of CﬁREu & ENGLIsH,
Masonic  at Fa\don Gale FAve.,
thence to St. Dominic’'s Church,
Eteiner & Bush Sls., where a Re-
uumm Mass will be offercd at 9

.m. Rosary 8 p.m., lkianday. ln-
lermcm Holy Cross Cemetery.

DDONNELL Edith M, — 1n Qah-
land, October 21, 1971, Editn id.
O'Donnell, lovinZ sister of Alice
and Mary o'Cennell; a native of
Nebraska: a member of St Jar-
lath's Sodality Sociely and Le-
gion of Mary.

Friends are respectfully invited
to attend funcral services f‘o’-

Pl \sam Sis., 'OEL'aw

the Mass of the Resurrection w I'
be coiebrated for the repose cf
ol 9:30

ul commencini

to ::n:)un (_.\h iowa, for sc I'»"\\S
and interment al St Joihn ¢

etory,  Jacrson, Mt ra:w
further e l:on
phone 533-2 ) Parking a-rea ad
jacent to

I
CLARENCE N. COOFER

For several years before her death, Gladys Bryson taught classes in “English as a Second Language”, ESL, in the
San Francisco Adult Public School System. These classes started in the Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian Church
as avolunteer service. The city saw the great value in these classes and agreed to fund them and pay the teachers. The
classes were then moved to one of the public adult schools and the enrollment was opened to people from any nation.
Gladys found this to be a new mission field teaching men and women from all over the world. Her experience in
Colombiaand in San Francisco made her an ideal person to teach in the adult school.
She always went the extra mile and helped students deal with the Immigration Service, obtain passports, interpret at
medical appointments, and many other areas of need. She was a great teacher of English since English grammar was
one of her specialties. The group in this picture is one of her classes of ESL. Gladys is the fifth person from the left.
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TRIBUTE TO MRS, GLADYS BRYSON
HON. ED JONES

¥ TENMEBEEE
1 TR HOURK OF REFRESENTATIVES
Muonday, Nopsmber 22, 1871

My, FONES of Tennessas. Mr. Spealer,
on Oglober 22, one of Uw ouistanding
nbastonaried of the Qumbotiand Proghs.
tevian Chureh, Mre. Cigdys Bryson,
pessed away in San Francieso. Mrea, Hry-
son, who was o nedtve of Gibsen County,
Tonn, was a persanal friend of mine and
hed been for many yenrs the objest of
my sdmiration. She end her hushand,
37, Davis Brywon, once spent & year n
my home eommunity of Yorkyilie, Tenn,
whiils Be was posor of My home ehurch,

L bast woek, tpe Milan Mirror ren Mrs.
Bryson’s obitnary whivh @inciode at this
POt i the Becons!

Yoatik MiLaw (rpoers, Menspanany Des In

. W FlaWOECS .

shntral seftioes were Deld Bunday. Ooleler

i otir Mfe iinden Brystm, & robsioRary ia
plastuen and phesstd For 40 tesss, She
La ok 28 at the age of 82, Mra, Brysen
1 Milan wng eiudied st Hathel
anid Boutherm Mathtdist Unieesslty

foe Lras went to Colombis whers she did
gl pEAnoertg tnisalonary work, #HHe cone
cectiebed on helpng mernationel students,
it Resdin foreed Ber to leave her woark i
Fiessiero b aftar 1 yonrs and ghe mibved to San
Foaise e oo Pop the iesl 25 yeam she worked
s Cumsherland Presbyterisn Chinese
fooand Blo Meught i the aduld educax
rengrarn sinoe 1956, and again working
cussively with jnternalional atudents.

it

tavid O. Brygon of San Francises, son Inmes
«f Bunnyvais ond two prandohidren,

Euneral services were held ai Cumberisnd
Braghytertan Church. Dr. Pred Brysoh, hay
paphew, 4 gesn ab Southern Methodist tnl-
veraity suf Dr. Oarl Ramsey oficiated.

Tiw famiiy hes requested ihat memorial
poniributions be seni o the Bryson Sohalsr-
ship ¥und, PO, Box 4349, Mewmpbis, Fean.
BRI,

The pews of the denth af CHladys Bryson
Brought inte Iseun the realtzation ol ihe
Lrosd lmanslon of & e splendid In every
ardn of work, 1n the acuiities of Chrintlan
Hving dedicated 10 tha service of her chnurh
arii her Lowd, The spivit of good wll sad
serylee had been evidant in the early years
of Pay e, A mative of Mhbas, the dnughter
of tha 1ate Lonsnte M. Holy and Myrtle Hamsell
Hot, Giadys Holt had rescived her slemen-
tary and high schont sducation in the Milan
£ty Bohiocls, $he was pn setive honor stu-
dent in ihe produating class of 1927, Bhe
sferedt Bethel Coliomd the following yeer snd
graduated pgaln with recognitlon in t8aL, Sl
was miried o David Drigon, u sislxierist
stadent of Midiothtan Texes {w 1908,

Foliowing graduiiion, the Hyrsoos pecapted
werk #t Roee Clby Church, Listie ook, Ark.
Having eontinuid thelr edusgticn tn graduate
work st Bouthers Melhotist University, they
sotumiested for & foreipn misstohety sssign.
et Trom Ahe Board of Pereign Mundons of
the Cunberlingd Preshyviesian Uhureh, They
were thep scnt to Gnll, Oolrmbia, Bouth
Ameries, whete they worked in buiiding and
sxpauding the church in the enitre fires for
Hftenn penrs. For & yoar Jollowing thull to.
Barn o ke stetes, Dinvis Byreon served os
pastor of the Yorikvide Cionberlsod Froshy-
tertan Chureh and Gledys was a tracher ko
the Yorkyille Blemenlary Sehool

The need for traboed misslonary prosotiel
in the Ban Franoisco préa was apparent wnd
the Ayrgons wure oalled by the Bomed of

fmgvievivesd by her husband, DF,

[o125€ af Re[qresefztatiz;es

Nutinfiat {Home} ﬁmak{m for this chailange .

to work with ind 2+ and eeprciaily
arientsl students. As paster and ad o
director the Byrsens had besn the leaders in
the entive apes Por Lweniy-five yeors the
Chintsse Uumbarland Preshyterian Chureh
heg hetn fortunste In the growin and spir-
itusd fnepitssion given to BH mombers and
friends of the ebareh bepause ihelr dodi=-
oution wis Tounded on the lasiing values of
Chrisbing Hvlog and  sscrificisl love. Tho
fuenty-fve years of this service was em-
Bigwoned on the hosrts of the psopié with
wihe they iehored. Bocams oFf A sertcus hesrt
condition of Davis Bymon the resignation
of the Bryaons from the Cuwmberiand Shinsse
Curnheriand Fresteptoring
Bpecisl sttention st the 1871 Cenaral Asstin
ply st Iackson, Tenn., when the Asserebly,
thyough the Dosrd of Missionz presexted o
Favis snd Hadys Bryson, & memorisl plaue
sogmaved with a notetlon of very spetial
haror for the Forty years.of dadionted serv-
toe to the chuveh and 10 thelr great misslon-
eaupe, The He sud gontribation for bukid-
ing better iives in plagds of sorrow and want,
m pinces of the greatest nsed heve Deen
given whth saceifive and fove by Gladys Holt
Bryson, Phig evalustion oen be made oniy
by the semninotent power of My Master of ali
ey fof the glarnal ages
he gurvivors of Gledys Holt Rryveon 1n this

- yieinily ave ons brothed, Balph Holt, snd o

stytoen BMes, Mildred Sisxsnder, Hamboldt, and
Mizs Edsth ¥alt, Misn,
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Gladys Holt of Milan, Tennes-
see, was first introduced to the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church
as a missionary candidate at the
Missionary Convention in Prince-
ton, Kentucky in 1929. She was
one of six missionary candidates,
graduates of Bethel College, who
told the Convention of her call
and willingness to go wherever the
Master might lead. The dedication
and ardent devotion of this young
life so impressed those who first
came to know her in Princeton,
that her sincerity of purpose and
the consecration of her life to the
task of missions have never been
questioned.

Gladys married a young min-

isterial student at Bethel, Davis O.
Bryson of Midlothian, Texas, who
came to share her feeling of ur-
gency and commitment to Chris-
tian missions, under the direction
of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church.

“Just when the work was puls-
ing with rich opportunities in
South America,” and just when
the need of additional missionaries
seemed greatest, the Woman’s
Board of Missions, as it was then
named, was “made to rejoice in
the offered lives of the Rev. and
Mrs. Davis O. Bryson for service
in that field. From the time of their
arrival in Colombia, their seem-
ing fitness for the task,” their un-

daunted courage, and unfailing
steadfastness became the charac-
terization of their work.

The Brysons arrived in Colom-
bia Monday, December 21, 1931.
The first letter that Gladys wrote
from the field stated, “Oh, I know
we will just love the work because
already these people have won our
hearts. . . . It just swells our hearts
when we see so much to be done.”
Later she wrote, “We did not try
to change people to our ideas and
ways because their wisdom and
grace so far exceeded ours. We did
try to introduce them to Christ and
led them to see that it was possible
for them to receive power from
him.” Such was the spirit of Gladys
Holt Bryson throughout her life as
a missionary.

In April of 1934 came the letter
from Mrs. Bryson telling that,
“Little James Davis and I are both
doing fine. He is a fine little boy—
has gained 18 ounces in three
weeks . . . I'm so grateful to God
that all’s well.”

From 1931 to 1946, with the
exception of furlough periods in
the United States, Gladys took her
place with her husband, doing
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whatever she could to make mis-
sion work effective in Cauca Val-
ley Presbytery, Colombia, South
America. She wrote, “There is so
much to be done, so many little
things to be said, so many little
acts of kindness; there is never a
minute hardly that we cannot do
some little something. I think it
must be this that makes the work
such a happy work.”

Whether her task was teaching,
planning and supervising meals at
a camp, nursing, or ministering in
apparently the smallest way, she
spoke of her experiences as “the
mountain-top experience of his
love,” “God is so good! How he
does bless our weakest efforts! . . .
The power of God is certainly
great.”

In 1946 the Brysons had to
leave because of her health. They
were told they could never live
there again because of the altitude.
They returned to the States and
tried to be happy in the pastorate
for a few months. Evidently God
had a need for them in a different
field of service among people of a
different culture and race on the
west coast.

For several years a group of
eight dedicated, young Chinese
had been writing the Board of For-
eign Missions and pleading for an
American couple to be sent to
work with the young people of the
Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian
Church in San Francisco. They
had prayed and interceded in vari-
ous ways for help.

The Brysons heard of the need.
Her health had seemingly been re-
covered. Their hearts were in mis-
sion work. They offered them-
selves for the service. It was agreed
upon by the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, Rev. and Mrs. Bryson, and
the Session of the Chinese Church
that they would go for a trial pe-
riod of four months. They worked
successfully, understandingly, and
faithfully among these people of an
entirely different background to
those of Colombia. The trial pe-

January 1972

riod was the beginning of a long
period of rich and fruitful service.

The same faith, zeal, and vi-
brant spirit that had been so domi-
nant in her previous work, enabled
her to help make the work of her
Church in Chinatown, San Fran-
cisco great. Her helpfulness gave
new life, new hope, and new power
to youth who were persevering for
the Kingdom’s sake when those of
lesser faith would have given up.
She was able to communicate with
every age group, with Chinese peo-
ple in every strata of society, and
with those of differing abilities.
Recently she spoke of Mrs. Samuel
King (Mamie) Gam as “a dear per-
son whom I love like a sister.”

In the midst of her work in San
Francisco, she has said, “We walk
each day with only his strength to
lead us and how sweet the day
grows with him!”

Mrs. Bryson died October 22,
1971 in a hospital in San Fran-
cisco at the age of 62 years. Me-
morial services were conducted in
the First Chinese Cumberland
Presbyterian Church in China-
town, San Francisco, by Dr. Fred
Bryson, her nephew, a dean of
Southern Methodist University,
who was assisted by the Rev. Emn-
est Chan, minister of the Chinese
Church, and Dr. Carl Ramsey,
Executive Secretary of the Board
of Missions. Interment was in
Olivet Cemetery near San Fran-
cisco.

She is survived by her husband,
the son, his wife and two grand-

children who live at Sunnyvale,
California. The Brysons were
scheduled to retire at the end of
this year. They were to live in a
complex for retired people near
their son. The family requested
that memorial contributions be
given to the Bryson Scholarship
Fund, P. O. Box 4149, Memphis,
Tennessee 38104.

Though the Brysons attended
General Assembly last June in
Jackson, Tennessee, and she ap-

peared on a program, she was not

well. They later spent a month in
Memphis renewing friendships and
visiting relatives and friends.

As she reminisced about forty
years of service with the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church, with the
same gleam and animation of her
more youthful years, she voiced
her hope, faith, and gratitude for
the opportunities for service which
her Church had offered. Often she
said, “God has been so good!”
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THROUGH THE YEARS WITH

Davis O. Bryson

A PERSONAL TRIBUTE
TO A SPLENDID CHURCHMAN

BY BILLIE ONG, San Francisco -

I WAS fortunate enough to have been here wel-
coming the Bryson Family 25 years ago. Happiness
was having a new minister, a new leader, a new
teacher, a new friend, and we soon found much
more than that for our church in San Francisco.

We came to know that Dr. Bryson was a man of
many talents. a man of action. Qur church soon
had a physical transformation. Every spare moment
found Dr. Bryson with his saw, paint brush, ham-
mer, screw driver, etc., doing some remodeling of
our church. A dingy cement four walled basement
was soon transformed into the now knotty pine
old social hall—into a cozy pleasant functioning all-
purpose room almost immediately. The ping pong
tables he added have added many hours of lively fun
for many. Through the years his spare time projects
have included wall paneling. tiling floors, kitchen
remodeling. classroom partitioning upstairs and
downstairs, plumbing repairs, and numerous con-
tinuous repairing projects. The code word around
here became *“Call Bryson, Call Bryson™ in every
emergency, and he always took care of it. His
handyman talents certainly were a bonus for our
church.

We found that transformation soon took place
in our lives. Regularly weekly Bible studies, prayer
meetings, Sunday evening services and fellowships.
junior church services were started in addition to our
regular Sundav school program. Through his dedi-
cated leadership we came to know, to loves and to
accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.

Many of us found Christ during the summer
conferences held at Mt. Hermon. In 1948 seven of
our Cumberland Presbyterian young pecople went to
Mt. Hermon. In 1949 thirty went and in 1950 one
hundred young people made decisions at the con-
ference and our year round Christian growth were
the direct result of dedicated personal cffort by Dr.
Bryson.

To raise money for sending more young people
to these conferences and then lafer raising money
for this present main church building. thosc early

10

years were filled with all types of productions, from
talent shows, fashion shows, musicals and plays.
Many can recall the shows “Anchors Aweigh.” “Be-
yvond the Sunset.” “King and I" and “Rendezvous
with Cindy Lou.” We never did convince Dr. Bryson
to sing a solo but he was always the all important
man working with us behind the scenes.

This has always been a big role for him—
working behind the scenes. One of the biggest high-
lights of our church’s history was the Cumberland
Presbyterian General Assembly held here in 1964.
We were at the time looking tfor a Chinese-speaking
minister so the whole burden of the church was on
his shoulders. He coordinated every detail of this
memorable session with his leadership into one of the
most successful General Assemblies ever.

We remember his roles in the scene as well as
behind the scenes. Whether you were three or sixty
you enjoved Dr. Bryson's message of the dav clearly
illustrated with his many magician tricks. The
colored water that instantl, cleared up when anoiher
liquid was added (How our lives were changed when
Jesus came into our lives), the different candles—one
wouldn’t burn, one fizzled out, one snap crackled
and popped and onc burned brightly (The different
types of Christians). We remember  the  puppet
shows, the Bible story films. the cartoons, the mis-
sionary talks and discussions.

We remember him not only on the pulpit speak-
ing to us. we remember him side by side with us
playing football, bascball, barbecuing hot dogs and

Tur
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siwmg to e wop of Mo Tamalpais. He was the ali
important person with the foud supply at all these
* pienies. He was our annual Easter rubbit in charge
af the Easter egg hunt af Golden Gate park. 1 think
Be Rad as much {un 23 the ones looking for the eggs.

he Bryson home holds memories near and
dear. Beginaing with the first Christmas. Eve they
wore here there was an annnal npen house after the
saditional church Christmay Eve pageant. The
famous Bryson Christmas tree hung with goodies
for the linle ones, the joyous Christmas caroling,
she smodl of fresh baked cakes and cookies, the hot
chocolate, the Tamous Bryson punch, the love and
warmih of Christian fellowship that we found there
will abways be cherished in our memories. The
Bryson home way open not only ar Christmas time
bul throughout the year for our meetings, luncheons,
and dinners. We recall the picnics, hikes, baseball
sames and fecding ducks with 881-43rd Avenue as
home base, Again we were always ireated with the
came Christizn hospitality.

The Brysons have gwided us step by step
through the trials and tribulations of growing wp—
our teens, college vears, carcers, marriage and family
Hifc through thelr teachings, the group discussions,
personal discussions, but most of ol by bang a

fving example for us to foliow. They have graciously -

carried our burdens. The Brysoas have seen cur joys
and shared many of our sorrows, the baptisms,
sraduations, weddings, suceessiul careers and one
sucressiul carcers, fuperals, :

He has worked side by side with sight Camber-

and Proshyierian ministers here, beginaing with
Rev. Tom jung who was here when be arrived. He
helped to weicome Samuel King Gam, Paul Wu,
Stephen Ll Paal Hom, Gordon Low, BErmest Chan
arid Chunson Lan and with them he ably served.
1 custnet tel) all about the twenty five years with
Brvson for most of you would alse have your
sories 10 tefl of how you found an ynderstand-
soner and a friend who, was able to help
Hiere werp questions we needed answers to.
nave beep a specific problem we were
suping with, Maybe you felt Hke you were at the end
ef the rowd. Whatever it was, when you needed him
b made i @ point to be helplul,

Yiw feilowing s a partial quote from the Con-
cesonad Reeord of the United States of America
Monnday, Nov, 29, 1971, a tribute pak} to Mrs.
Gy Bryson by Representative Ed Jones of Ten-
k-0, o personad friend of the Brysons.

“It hay heen brought inte focus the realization
of the bromd dimension of 2 Jife splendid in every
aren of work in the actvities of Christian living ded-
fcated w the service of the church and to our Lord.”

“The uecd for traimed missionary perspnnel in

April 1972

the San Francisco arca was apparemt and the Bry-
sons were called by the Board of National Missions
for this chalfenge fto work with international and
pspecially oriental students. As pastor and education
dircctor the Brysons have been the feaders in this
entire ares. For twenly five years the Chinese Came
herland Preshyterian Church has been fortunate in
the growth ind spiritual inspiration givea to all
members and fricnds of the church becanse their
dedication was founded on the lasting values of
Christian Bving and sacrificial love.

The retirement of Dy, D, O. Bryson was given
speeial attention at the 1971 General Assembly at
Jackson, Tenncsser when the Assembly, through the
Board of Missions presented to Br. and Mrs, Bryson
a memorial plaque engraved with a notation of very
special hanor for their 40 years of dedicated service
to the church and thelr preat missionaty cause, The
fife and contribution for building better lives in
places of sorrow and want, in places of the greatest
need have been given with sacrifice and love. This
evalugtion can be made only by the omnipotent
power of the Master of all men for the cternal ages.

The lovaity theme the stewardship committee
gsed I our church this year sum it wp—"Give
gencrously . . . and touch someone’s Tifs for Christ.”
Dr. Bryson, for twenty five years you have given to
us s generously, you have touched our lives for
Christ ., . and for this we are grateful, ——e™]

The greatest danger o the life of the church
is the rendency to accept a diluted form of Chris-
tianiy that makes the individual immune o the
demnands of 3 compmitted Christianity, This brand
af Christiznity exerls pressure to make the chugch
conform (o the standards of the culture in which
it exists. 1 has no misstonary zeal and guestions
the right of the church to send s missionaries to
a people whe already have a religion and are
“happy in it.” This viewpoint i based upon false
assumnptions. Christian missionaries do not ge 1o
other lands ta get peopls to change their religion.
They go with the message of Christ and that
message has power (o change Yives. Far from the
truih is the idea that becawse 2 man has a religion
he s happy with 1. The great need of mankind is
a0t 4 refigion but a Savior, not a philosophy but
a new fife .. . we need s commitment that goes
beyomd Just haviag o good church where we can
g on Sunday mosping and worship in comfort
amdd pesce with our family. Christisn worship
should sersd us info the community te meet peaple
at their peint of need.

—From Dr. Brysen's sermon to the General As-
sembly, CPW Convention, Jackson, Tennes-
see 1971,

11
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Assembly newscope

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE
CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Our Tribute to the Brysons

Francis Joe
San Francisco

The Cumberland Presbyterian church of San Fran-
cisco has been greatly blessed during all seventy-two years
of its existence. However, two very, very special blessings
were Dr. and Mrs. Davis O. Bryson who worked in our
church for over twenty years. Needless to say, they were
greatly used by God. Their dedication to Christ was in-
spiring; their love for him contagious.

Following is from an oration given by Mrs. Billie Ong
at Dr. Bryson’s testimonial service in December, 1971.
Though many have a lot to say in honor of the Brysons,
Mrs. Ong’s oration captivates best the impact the Brysons
had on our church.

Through the Years with the Brysons

I was fortunate enough to have been here welcoming
the Bryson family 25 years ago. Happiness was having a
new minister, a new leader, a new teacher, a new friend,
and we soon found much more than that.

We came to know that Dr. Bryson was a man of
many talents, a man of action. Our church soon had a
physical transformation. Every spare moment found Dr.
Bryson with his faithful saw, paint brush, hammer, and
screw driver in his hand doing some remodeling of our
church, and numerous continuous repairing projects. The
code word around here became “Call Bryson, Call
Bryson!” In every emergency he always responded.

We soon found that transformation took place in our
lives. Regular weekly Bible studies, prayer meetings, Sun-
day evening services and fellowships, junior church serv-
ices were started in addition to our regular Sunday school
program. Through the Brysons’ dedicated leadership we
soon came to know, to love, and to accept Jesus Christ as
our personal Savior.

Many of us found Christ during the summer con-
ferences held at Mt. Hermon. Our year-round Christian
growth were the direct results of dedicated personal
zffort by the Brysons.

To raise money for sending more young people to
these conferences and then later raising money for this
present main church building, those early years were filled
with all types of productions: talent shows, fashion shows,
musicals and plays.

One of the biggest highlights of our church’s history
was the Cumberland Presbyterian General Assembly held
here in 1964, We were at the time looking for a Chinese-
speaking minister so the burden of the church was solely
on his shoulders. Single handedly he coordinated every
detail of this memorable session with leadership into one
of the most successful General Assemblies ever.

We remember his roles in the scene as well as be-
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The Davis Brysons

hind the scenes. Whether you were three or sixty-three you
enjoyed Dr. Bryson's message of the day clearly illustrated
with his many magician tricks.

We remember him not only in the pulpit speaking
to us, we remember him side by side with us playing
football, baseball, barbecuing hot dogs and hiking to the
top of Mt. Tamalpais. He was the all-important person
with the food supply at all these picnics. He was our
annual Easter rabbit in charge of the Easter egg hunt.
1 think he had as much fun as the ones looking for
the eggs.

The Bryson home holds memories near and dear.
Beginning with the first Christmas Eve they were here.
there was an annual open house after the traditional
church Christmas Eve pageant. The famous Bryson
Christmas tree hung with goodies for the little ones. the

-joyous Christmas caroling, the smell of fresh-baked cakes

and cookies, the hot chocolate, the famous Bryson punch,
the love and warmth of Christian fellowship that we found
there will always be cherished in our memories. The
Bryson home was open not only at Christmas time but
throughout the years of our meetings, luncheons, and
dinners.

The Brysons have guided us step by step through
the trials and tribulations of growing up—our teens,
college years, careers, marriage and family life through
their teachings, the group discussions, personal discussions,
but most of all by being a living example for us to follow.
They have graciously carried our burdens. The Brysons
have seen our joys and shared many of our sorrows, the
baptisms. graduations, weddings, successful careers and
unsuccessful careers, funerals, etc.

Dr. Bryson has worked side by side with eight
Cumberland Presbyterian ministers here, beginning with
Rev. Tom Jung who was here when he arrived. He helped
to welcome Rev. Samuel King Gam, Rev. Paul Wu, Rev.
Stephen Lui, Rev. Paul Hom, Rev. Gordon Lew, Rev.
Ernest Chan and Rev. Chanson Lau. With them he ahly
served.

The following is a partial quote from the Con-
gressional Record of the United States of America on
Monday, November 29, 1971, a tribute paid to Mrs.
Gladys Bryson by Representative Ed Jones of Tennessee,

See TRIBUTE TO BRYSONS, p. 12
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TRIBUTE TO BRYSONS, from p. 6

a personal friend of the Brysons.

“It has been brought into focus the realization of the
broad dimension of a life splendid in every area of work
in the activities of Christian living dedicated to the service
of the church and to our Lord. '

“The need for trained missionary personnel in the |
San Francisco area was apparent and the Brysons were .
called by the Board of National Missions for this challenge
to work with international and especially Oriental stu-
dents. As pastor and education director the Brysons have
been the leaders in this entire area. For twenty-five years
the Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian church has been
fortunate in the growth and spiritual inspiration given to
all members and friends of the church because their dedi-
cation was founded on the lasting values of Christian
living and sacrificial love. The retirement of Dr. D. O.
Bryson was given special attention at the 1971 General
Assembly at Jackson, Tennessee when the Assembly,
through the Board of Missions presented Dr. and Mrs.
Bryson a memorial plaque engraved with a notation of
very special honor for their 40 years of dedicated service
to the church and their great missionary cause.”

The Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian church would
like to thank and praise God for giving to us the Brysons.

Testimonial Banquet — Dec. 26, 1971 o

Atthe time of the retirement of Dr. Davis O. Bryson from the full-time gospel ministry, the
Chines Cumberland Presbyterian Church held a special honorary banquet. The recogng:d
Dr. Bryson for about 25 years of service by he and his wife, Gladys, to the church and its
members. The presented him with a beautiful wall hanging that was over seven feet long
and other gifts.

One of thég members of the church, using Chinese calligraphy, reproduced the 23rd. Psalm
in Chinese perfect characters. This framed piece also included a tribpte to.the Rev. and Mrs.
Bryson and indicated their years of service. Davis is shown holding this wonderful gift.
The man on the farright, is Harry Leong. He and his wife Lucille were very close friends of
the Brysons and they enjoyed each others company.
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OCTOBER 1, 1975

50 Years

Cumberland
Presbyterian
Witness In
Colombia

1925-1975

Special Report by David Brown

See pages 3 and 8.

Colegio Americano, Cali, Colombia Armenia CP Church

Pereira CP Church Palmira CP Church
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C:zmbc;!ﬁnﬁ Preshyterians Celebrate

Kifty Years of Christian
Witness in Colombia

The year 3975 marks the S0th year
Cof Christiun witness in Colombia,
South Americs. Why have the efforis
and sacritices been mads to open and
continue Christian missions there? To
what ¢nd and purpose have Cumber-
tand Presbyterians joined hands across
the five decades of our Lord’s work in
that distant land?
Answernng fhese questions in par,
the AMissions Mannal obsgrves; “The

Pavid Brown
- Director of
World Missians

supreme and controfling aim of the
Christian mission in the workl is to
mzke Jesus Christ known to all per-
cons as their Lerd and Saviour .. . to
the end that they “shall be brought to
Christian discipleship.” In a word, the
Cumberiand Preshyterian Church 18 in
Colamisia for the very same reasons it
exisis anywhere--to meet the spiriteal
and physical needs of those whom God
loves and for whom Christ died,
Additionally, 1t might be said we are

1928
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1534
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196]
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FLASHBACK

FECHAS SOBRESALIENTES

,W‘u..'

Rev. W, L. Swartz arrives in Colombia,

Fl Rev. Wailter L, Swartz llega a Colombiz.

The Colegia Americans is opened.

B Colegio Americans se funda.

Cali Central Charch s orpanized with 8 mmbez‘s

La Tgiesia Centrat de Call se organiza con 8 mismbros.
Cumberiand Presbytorian work in Peredvs bogan,

Se Principis iz obira Presblieriana Cumb. en Pereira.

The work ip Quindie began on a farm in Helvicia.
Principia la obra en Quingdio en una fince de Ia Hebvecia,
Cauea YValley Presbytery was formed,

So organiza e} Preshiterio del Valie del Cauen,

The Coi;:glo Americane bulding is built.

Se construye o edifivic def Colegio Americano.

Catisgo church s organized. §
Se organiza is iglesia de Cartago. ﬁ
Years of Viclence, .
Anos de la Violencia, o .
San Marcos conpregation began. : !
Se principia la con greg,acim de San Marcos. g

Ths “El Coro™ camp site is bought.

Se compra ln propiedad de “El Core.”

Work is started among Sions Indians,

Se principia obra en a Tribur Sieaa.

Preshvierial Missianary Charrasquiel is sent to Medellin,

Ei Misionero Presbiterial Charrasquie! o8 eviado a Medellin,
Fifty vear celebration held,

g . Y

—

PAGE BIGHT

3L M“'m 3! ‘-53:“ T Ty N 'y ooy, oo o e 3 3 ..1

there as evangelical Christians to offer
& viable afernative to a Roman Ca-
tholicism, 3 more sestrictive, legalistic
form of the Christian faith. Bt is to en-
able a people of Gad to express freely
and openly their response to his re-
demptive grace through Jesus Christ,

Fifty years is a long time. How dud
it ail begin? The first mission station in
South America was named “the Jehs
A, Deaver Mission” in memory of Rev,
Jobn A. Beaver who lost his life in
World War |, but who previously had
expressed his Feelings that God was
calling him to go there as a mission-
ary. A pative of Alabama, Rev.
Deaver was pastor of the Cumberiand
Prashyterian Church in Jackson, Ton-
nesses, at the time of hiz death. West
Tennessee Synod petitioned the Mis-
sfonary Convertidn (as it was known
at that time} that the proposed mission
in South America be named in henot
of him, pledging itself to make a o
sribution of $2,000 to build a mission
there.

 In 1925 Rev, W. L. Swaviz weat to
South America 25 the first missionary
from the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, Locating in Cali, he and M,
Swartz, who had joined him thew
jater, began the John A, Deaver Mis-
sio.

From that maaspw;ous beginning,
steady progress can be soted. On Sep-
tember 12, 1927, the first day school
was opened and on February 4. 1925,
the first congregution came into being
with 3 membership of sixteen. Six
years later, in 1935, (anca Valky
Presbyiery was formed. By this time,
other misslonaries had arrived, Mis-
sionaries who had come to Colombia
by the time Cauca Valley Presbytery
was created werer Mrs, Plutares Res,
Mrs, Moises Gonzalez, Rev, and Mrs,

THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
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Efbert Convers, Rev. and Mrs. Davis
<. Bryson, and Mrs. Leon Terrell.

Cali, s large. modem city in the
soaithern part of Colombia, i the
center of our missions in South Amer-
4, In Cali there are five churches,

agting in size from 35 o 275, Central
Church being the larpest. More about
the schools will be written Jater, but it
should e noted that i Cali there are
threp scheols. with the Colegio Amer-
iano being the Iargest and “mother”
institniion of the others,

Moviag frum Cali to the anorth, CP
churches are found in Pabnira, Cer-
rite, Guacari, Boenavenivra, Armenia,
Cartago. Percira, Manizales. The nost
northerss point of the proshytery i
Madotlin, the second Jarges: city in
Colombia.

All churches and mission points are
ender the capable Jeadership of na-
tional pastors, most of whom received
their training in Cumbkeriand Presbyic-

a schools,

The work of the Uslombian mission
teelay includes thirteen churches with
an #clive membership of 1.36%. The
churches of Cauca Valley Presbviery
last vear reported 229 additions by
baptisn and transfer of membership.

merons preaching poinis are con-

sed on a regular basis by the mis-
sionaries and naiional pastors.

Pians are costimuing to relocaie the
Coleglss Americano from the down-
town location. Construction has not
vet begun, byt some legal problems
have been worked out and building
plans have been approved by the city

wing officiuis.

“The Colegic 3 an  iastitation
foundad foriveseven vears ago, begin-
ning oniv as # small clementary school.
Today the Colegio has grown and con-
sisis of the Centrad clementary and
kigh school with 730 studeats and the
night schoot of 230, The Central
Schoot alsn providex fipancial and
academic  help io our elementary
scheoks at San Mareos and Samaria,
Thsese schools have 130 and 200 st
dents sespectively. The principal of the
Colepio is the Rev, Luctane Jaramiin,
g graduste of Memphis Stale Lok
versity, who also diregts the entire
educational system of the presbyviery,

- Who are the miscionaries serving in
smbia st the present time? There

«.. three persons emploved by the

OQUTOBER 1. 1975

Board: Rev. Willlam Wood, Chaplain
of the Colegio: Rev. Boves Wallace,
who serves as the ocxecutive secretary
for the prestwviery and the seminasy
program overseas; and Dr. Jose Fa-
tarde, who will direct fhe relocation of
the Colegio. Serving the church along
with these are their wives, cach of
whotn is heavily involved in the con-
tinuing suaistry of Colombia

Rev. and Mrs, Robert Waikins are
enrolied 1 kimgoage school in San
Jose, Costa Rica, preparing fo go to
Colombin in 19746

fhere & a vory active presbyierial
CPW, El Coro, the preshvterial camp
at which & new chapel is under con-
straciion. the very cupable amd actve
orgapizations of preshytery. and the
far-reaching work that is being done
among a Colombia Indian (ribe. Bul
i is all there, and B is part of the
Colombian story.

¥ ois 0 fhis that 39 Cumberland
Preshvteriune from the Unked Staes
will flv 1o join thelr brothers and sis-
ters. m Christ 1o celebrate the pasi
aniid hope and great expeciations for
the future. The wour group will leave
Ihe States on Octeber 13 {0 become 2
part of the 50th Anniversary Celebra.
tion of work in Colombia. The cele-
bration itsell is cxpected to involve

three days ef activities, held in the

Central Church, following which will
be opportonity 1o visit several of the
other churches and preaching mis-
siems. There exists the possibility of
visiting 2 toffee farm. shopping ot 3
stiver faclory. and secing a sugor ve-
finery, providing an opportusity to 2ot
a feel of the South American culture
and indusiry,

Upon arrival in Call the members
of the tour will be vader sopervision

Orgunized churches

Missions nad preaching poinis
Raptized mombers

Church stiendance o
Atteadance prenching peims
Ordained  ministers
Carabidies and workers
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COLOMBIAN CHURCH STATISTICS

B e . e AL AL
B e S o I AR R T e e

PAST AND PRESENT

MISSIONARIES IN
COLOMBIA

Rey. and Mrs, Walier 1. Swaniz) THIS-1930
Fev and Mrs. Phntares Hoa, 19281043
Birs, Beemice Barneir Gompales, 12201042
Rev. and Wrs, BEles Sonvors, HEXEA8 .
Hev, and Moy, Davis Bryson, 19321046 ——
Birn, Bopty Smeidh FerscH, 19RLTSM

Mes Olie Mue Treston Reheris, (V350
B, Frigd W, Brrson, 1451947

M:. and Mre Dursond Muhian, 12521983
Riw Cresaodra Stockborpey, PRT-1050

Ky, and dtrs. Faud F. Rrpwn, 3R60.134%
Hew, nod M Aslcieh Blutinck, 19470084
Rev, prd WMrs, Emery Nowmaen, 1942.3954
Bey, and s, Viace Shoitz, 19441960

Rev, and Mrs, EW, Elvne, 19445914

Rev. and Mrs, Fambe Helwe, 1945 19%

Rev. pnd Mis. Iohs Lovelnee, J95%-196%
Mr.oand Mrs FTravid Pirrer, 19631088

Hev and BMrs. Lavey Acton, 1968.1975

Hev, angd Mrs Bovoe Wollars, 198

Rov. ard Mrs, Willinm 1), Woped, 1936.
Hzyv, gt Mre Joss Fojzrde, 1934

of 3 specinl committee of Caner Yals
ey Presbvters. The missionaries and
national ministers and faypersons have
worked exceptionally hard In meaking
pians to host the tour group from the
States, to celebrate and to pive thanks.

As Christians and Cumheriand Pres-
byterians, Yot os join hands and cele-
brate Ciod's outreach and work these
past 50 vears, Let us renew our com-
mitment to Chrisis mission in the
world. Ler it be more than words on
our lips whon we pray, "the Cumber.
tand Preshvierinn Church, 8 mission-
ary church.”
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SCHOLARSHIP. FUND—Dr. Davis 0. Bryson of SunnyVaie CA has
announced a $20,000 scholarship fund he has establlshed for Bethel College

and Meémphis Theoioglcal Seminary.

The announcement was made in Dallas durmg ‘the meeting of Texas

:Synod.

“In th.e left photo- Dr Bryson, left, is-'seen presenting a check to.Dr. Fred

W. Bryson, who is. president of the Board of Trustees of Bethel; In the right. -

photo he is at right, with-Dr. Wllliam 35 Ingram presldent -of the seminary. See

story page 3.

‘Bryson Gives to
Bethel/MTS Fund

- See photos page 2.

Dr. William Odom and Dr. W. T.
Ingram, Jr., presidents respectively of
Bethel College and Memphis Theolog-
ical Seminary ,announce that a special
scholarship fund of $20,000 has been
established. The donor is Dr. D. O.
Bryson, retired minister and long time
missionary in Colombia and San Fran-
cisco. These funds will be used to as-
sist students studying at these institu-

tions for full-time Christian service.

The two schools will share equally in
- these funds.

“This gift will assist us in recruiting
more- ministerial students and others
planning full-time Christian work. It is
also a great inspiration for all Cumber-
land Presbyterians to actively support
both undergraduate and graduate stu-
- dents,” stated Dr. Odom.

Dr. Ingram commented: “Davis Bry-
. son has been an outstanding Christian
leader. It is typical of him that, after
a long and distinguished ministry, he
“should make such a substantlal and
sacrificial gift.”

This gift follows a previous gift to

. the Board of Missions of $20,000 by
. Dr. Davis Bryson to support semi- .
nary training for Colombian Cumber- -

land Presbyterian ministerial students
there. This earlier gift was a memorial

to the late Gladys Holt Bryson, who
~was wife and co-worker with Dr. Bry-

son until her death in 1972,

_ The formal announcement of the
gift was made at the recent meeting of
Texas Synod to Dr. Ingram and Dr.
Fred Bryson, nephew of the donor and

Chairman of the Trustees of Bethel -

College.
“Both Dr. Ingram and Dr. Odom
expressed appreciation for the gift and

are encouraged by the growing spirit of -

giving among Cumberland Presbyte-
rians to support our institutions,” said
Fred Bryson. “They see such gifts as
an investment in the future leaders of
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.”

DECEMBER 1, 1976

The Cumberland Presbyteroian
December 1, 1976
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For Davis O. Bryson:
A Year of Jubilee!

Here is how The Missionary Messenger
reported their going to South America

fifty years ago.

Dudley Condron

There have been NWMErous con-
secration services in which heans
were (ouched and tendered; many
missionaries have been commis-
sioned by various peoples 1o go ot
in the name of the Christ to win the
{ost, but we earnestly belisve that
history has never recorded a sweeter
and more precious service than that
keld in the begutifully-appointed
Cumberland Presbyterian church
of Milan, Tenn., on December 6,
1931, when Rev, and Mrs, Ravis Q.
Bryson were set apart for definite
service in Call, Celombin—our
own South American field.

Boston ferns in bronze urns,
placed under the altar seemed o
hallow the spot, and truly, we felt
that we weore trepding on “holy
ground.”” Long before the hour for
service had arrived, the citizens of
Mifan, in company with hosts from
distant towns and a delegation from
the student body of Bethel College,
thronged into the guditorium.

The very atmgsphere was so per-
meated with the spirit of praise and
thanksgiving that the entire con-
gregation joined heartily io singing
the Doxology. The invoecation was
offered by Rev. J. W, Dishman of
MoKenzie, Tenn. Foliowing this,
Rev. H. €. Waltea of Jackson,
Tenn., read Scripture from the
third chapter of 1 Corinihians and
the tenth chapter of Romans.

The Milan guartet sang very ex-

pressively, “‘Thine for Servige”
after which Rev. £, R, Bamer
delivered a most appropriate con-
secration address. How we wished
that the church, as a whole, could
hear the stirring appeal 1o be true to
the workers as they are ifrue o
Christ and the Church? In present-
ing the candidates, Rev. Hamer,
who for many vears has been very
intimately acguainted with the
parents of both Rev. and Mis,
Bryson, told many  interesting
details of their Hves. Perhaps these
facts made the service more appeal-
ing.--certainly they made it an in-
formal hour.

Portions of Scripture, arranged
on the programs, were read respon-
sively by the cengregation, Rev,
and Mrs. Bryson, and, indeed,
these were significant in creating a
worshipful atmosphere. In just
such spirit of consecration, Mrs,
Johnie Massey Clay, in her gra-
cious, inimitable manner, pre-
sented the charge and delivered the
commissions. To witnass her grave
sincerity, o see the radiant oy on
the faces of the young couple, ves,
just t¢ be a part of that service is a
memory that will remain through-
oub sternity! Surely, heaven igselfl
rang forth with a glorious melody as
the consecrating prayer was offered
and every heart must bave been
fifted 10 the Father asking Him to
protect those whe go in our behalf

as well a¢ 1o keep us mindful of and
true to qur task.

As this irapressive service drew 10
a close, the congregation extended
kands of service and hearts of oy
alty to these—our new mission-
aries——as together, they sang “'God
Be With You Till We Meet Again.””

The citizenship of Milan felt that
it was an honor for their Httleciivto
be host on this occasion; churches
of ¢l denominations were delighted
to have 2 definite part in such a
greaf program; those who attended
the service were drawn very near
unto heaven, and as vou read this
brief review, won'l vou remember
that the Brysons go in yoor behalf
o assist Misses Brintie and Barnett
in leading those in the darkness of
Soath America o know Christ
Jesus?

* From the January, 1932 Mis-
sionary Messenger

Bryson deseribes his ceff 1o mission
wark

! had not been deeply inteyested
in the South American work untii }
received the news that Rev, and
Mrs. Convers had been forced to
return to the States on account of
the iilness of their son. This message
in some way placed a burdenonmy
heart for the work im South
America. | had often heard the
staierment that South America was
crying out for Christ and thig siill
made the burden much heavier. I,
too, realized that | could zo to
South America if | would only sur-
render myseif wholly nmio the Lard
and give ap my hopes and ambs-
tions in the home land. Whep weare
working for the Lord we cannot
have our own way. For Jesus said
unto his disciples, “*If any man
come after me, let him deny himself
and take ap hiy eross and foliow
me.”t We trudy feel that it is our duty
and privilege to bear the cross for
Christ in South America.

Indeed we had mach to give
up—our friends, loved ones and
kome. Wehavesomedear friends at
Ebenezer and Fifth Church, and #
grieves ouy hearis fo bid them
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Davis 0. Bryson, 1932-1942

farewell, We had planned so much
for our work in the future at these
places, and while reflecting on these
things this message came to me,
““He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me.
And he that taketh not his cross and
followeth after me is not worthy of
me.”” When I was talking to Mrs.
Clay about the work she told me the
things that I would be expected to
do. She asked me if [ could do it? I
was forced to say, no, but the words
of Paul came to me, “‘I can do all
things through Christ which
strengthened me.”” We are going to
this field not trusting in our own
strength, but trusting in Jesus the
Christ to strengthen, keep and
guide us in this new field. Jesus has
promised his followers that He
would never forsake or leave them
even unto the end of the world. We
are not going to South America
alone, for Jesus is going with us. As
we leave for our new field of labor
we sincerely covet the prayers of the
church that God will lead and keep
us in His Holy Name.
Prayerfuly,
D. O. Bryson*

* In the January 1932 Missionary
Messenger

First correspondance from the
Brysons in Colombia

Dear Coworkers: We arrived in
Buenaventura Monday, December
21. Misses Brintle and Barnett were

there to meet us, and we were cer-
tainly glad to see them. We had
heard so much Spanish on the ship
that it made us long to see someone
that could speak English. It would
have been very difficult for us to
have checked and arranged for the
shipping of our baggage to Cali
without their aid, as we did not
know the language nor about the
various details that we had to go
through with in order to get our
baggage delivered at our door in
Cali. But with their aid, we did not
have a bit of trouble, and did not
even have to pay duty on our bag-
gage. We are certainly grateful to
them for the servive rendered us. It
would have been a very difficult
task for us to have made the trip
from Buenaventura to Cali without
their aid.

Asthe trip from Buenaventura to
Cali was my first trip through the
mountains, it was naturally very in-
teresting to me. The scenery was
just wonderful; every turn had
something new for one to see, Cer-
tainly the Lord has blessed Colom-
bia with beautiful scenery. One can
fully appreciate the handiwork of
the Lord when they see the master-
pieces of nature. Cali is a city of
about one hundred and twenty
thousand inhabitants situated at the
foot of the mountains in a beautiful
valley.

We found a mission that the
church should indeed be proud of,
well organized in every department.

The school is one of the most im-
portant cogs of the mission. In
many cases we are able to reach the
parent through the child. Our Sun-
day school is made up principally of
those that are interested in the
school. We found two wonderful
missionaries, Misses Barnett and
Brintle, who are certainly to be
complimented for their courageous
spirit and their willingness to work.
There is a marvelous spirit existing
in the mission. Ethel and Bernice
are having a rehearsal this after-
noon for their Christmas program
which is to be given tonight. This
was our first opportunity to see the
pupils of the school, and they are
certainly a very promising group.

The natives have already won our
hearts. Oh, how much we desire to
help them. They seem so eager to
learn and are willing to do anything
to help carry the work on. Indeed
the Lord has called us into a great
field. The harvest is white, but the
laborers are few. I think the Cali
field offers us a great opportunity
to spread the gospel, as Cali is the
industrial center of Colombia, and
we have already our school and
church well established here. We
feel sure that the Lord is going to
bless usin our labor in the Cali field,
which needs laborers so much. Pray
to the Lord that we may have more
laborers. The natives are worthy of
every opportunity that we might be
able to give them. We long for the
time to come when we can talk with
them, and know them, for they al-
ready seem so dear to us. We are
thankful that God has called us into
this work, and that we have an-
swered God’s call. We are also
grateful for having the privilege of
working with Misses Barnett and
Brintle. They certainly have a
wonderful missionary spirit and we
feel sure that God is going to bless
our efforts. We are as one mis-
sionary family, all working for the
advancement of God’s kingdom.
May we all have a greatér mis-
sionary spirit.

Sincerely,
D. O. Bryson.*

* From the March, 1932 issue of
The Missionary Messenger. M|
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REMEMBRANCES FROM OTHER YEARS

My First Missionary Journey

" My wife Gladys and I arrived in Cali
Colombia, South America, December
22, 1931. Soon after our arrival we made
our first missionary journey. Plutarco
Roa, an elder in the Cali church, Ethel
Brintle, a missionary in Cali, and Don
Pazminio, a worker in the Pereira Paz-
minio church, made the trip with us.

We went to conduct services for two
days in the home of a believer who lived
on a farm. It was a long walk from the
railroad station to his house. Soon after
our arrival the people began to assemble
for the service. We were amazed at the
desire of the people to hear the gospel
message. The service lasted from sunset
to midnight.

The lady who had been preparing our
meals wanted to know if we had a
remedy for the sores on her hand. We
asked her what kind of sores did she
have? She replied, ¢‘I have a touch of
leprosy.”’ We started a search for a new
food supply. We found a ripe stock of
bananas and we all went on a banana
diet.

On our return trip to Cali Don Paz-
minio was given a horse to ride to the
train station. When we approached the
town square we saw the priest mounted
on a horse surrounded by a crowd that
he had assembled to confront us. Don
Pazminio and the priest met face to face
and a heated discussion followed. The
priest became angry and struck Don
Pazminio across the face with his whip
and cut a gash in his cheek. Don Paz-

Davis Bryson, who
lives in Sunnyvale, CA.

PAGE SIXTEEN

BY DAVIS O. BRYSON

minio held up a Bible in one hand and a
hymn book in the other and said to the
crowd, “‘These are our weapons, we do
not fight with whips and knives.’” After
thisincident the crowd began to disperse
and no more trouble resulted.

We visited several other places on this
trip and we saw the need and deep desire

Davis Bryson on his ‘‘first missionary journey’’
in Colombia, SA in 1931.

of the people to hear the good news of
the gospel. This was the beginning of a
missionary journey that lasted for fif-
teen years in Colombia. During this
time we saw the transforming power of
Christ at work in the lives of the people.

Just before we came to the States on
our furlough Don Miquel, a member of
the Pereira church, asked me to give a
message to his Christian friends in
America.

‘I want you to tell them how grateful
1 am that they loved the people in Co-
lombia enough to send missionaries to
bring us the good news of the Gospel;
and how thankful I am that I had the
privilege of hearing the message. When
I accepted Jesus as my personal Saviour

See JOURNEY, p. 17

JOURNEY, from p. 16

he saved me from a life of misery to alife
of freedom, joy and peace.’’

“‘My life without Christ was filled
with darkness. I would go to the market
place to buy food for my family but in-
stead of buying food I would spend all
my money for liquor. I would return
home drunk and without food. My chil-
dren would run and hide among the cof-
fee trees when they saw me coming.
They were afraid because I would often
beat them without any cause.

“How different it is now since I found
a new life in Christ. Now when I go to
the market I come home with a full sack
of food. And when my children see me
coming they run to meet me with open
arms and laughter. Now instead of
looking for my children to beat them I
call my family together to read the Bible
and have family prayers. How grateful I
am that [ heard the message of Jesus’s
love and how He died for me so that I
might live for Him.”’

PAGE SEVENTEEN

THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
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San Jose Mercury News m Friday, January 19, 1990 5B

The Rev. Davis O. Bryson, 83,

s“outh American missionary

Services will be held this after-
noon in Sumnyvale for the Rewv.
Davis O. Bryson, a missionary who
worked in South America and San
Franeisco during four decades as a
Presbyterian minister.

Mr. Bryson died Tuesday in a

Sunnyvale nursing home of compli-
cations from heart bypass surgery.
He was 83.

A native of Texas, Mr. Bryson
retired from the ministry and
moved to Sunnyvale in 1971. He
assisted the ministerial staff at the
United Methodist Church in Sunny-
vale and was active in senior activ-
ities in the city.

Mr. Bryson graduated from
Bethel College, McEKenzie, Tenn.,
in 1931, when he was called by the
Cumberland Presbyterians, along
with his wife, Gladys, to undertake
missionary work in Cali, Colombia.
The couple ministered fogether in
Colombia until 1947. Mrs. Bryson
died in 1971.

In Colombia, Mr. Bryson organ-
ized mission churches and schools,
including a high -school and the
Colegio Americano in Cali. He also
established the country’s first Boy
Scout troop in 1932

He was asked in 1847 to try out
as youth director of the Chinese
Cumberland Presbvterian Church
in San Francisco’s Chinatown. By

the time he retired 26 years later,.

hie had established youth clubs, Bi-
ble study classes and other youth

Ca
The Rev. Davis O. Bryson
... Four decades as miruster

activities. Chureh participation
among young Chinatown residents
increased from seven to more than
200.

Survivors include a son, James
Bryson of Cupertino; a sister, Vera
Springer of Texas; and a grand-
daughter and grandson.

A service is scheduled for 1 p.m.
today at Lima Family Sunnyvale
Mortuary. A mermorial service is
being planned at the Chinese Cum-
berland Preshyterian Church in
San Francisco.
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Fage I, THEMIDLOTHIAN MIREOR, Thursday, Febraary 8, 1500

Mamzal services will be held for Rev. Davis O. Bryson

" A memorial service for the Rev.
Doctor Davis O Brydon, 3 rative of

he Ovilla community, will behaldat -

dhe Shiloh Presbylerian Chyreb Syn-
gay, February 11, af 3 pm. Dr.
Bryson end his wife, who died in
3971, weve ploneer m&ﬁaﬁﬁ io
olumbia, Sowth Awmerica. They
Breganized churches and schodis ip
‘Cal and in surreunding towns in the

1930°s and 1940°3, They also served a
special rministry to the youlh of
Chinatown, San Francisco from 1047

uniil 3971, Sinog 1871, Dr. Bryson bad

a special ministry to senior oitizens
ity Sunnyvale, California. He died
Janzsary 1%, at Sunnyvale, atthe age
of 83,

He gradealed from Midiothian

- High Behoul, studies Bla Hral vearin
eoflege at Avlington and received his

B.A, degree from Bethnl Cellege,
MrKenzie, Tennesses. He did
graduste work gt SML in Dailas, He
was awarded an Honorary Dector of
Divinity degres froia Bethel College
for, “Ouistanding Contributions o
the Cumberland Presbyterian Chyr

‘eh”, In additon "W more than four
decadss of missionary work, be was

pastor of churches in Texas, Arkan-
sas mnd Tonnessée, including his
home  chureh, Shiloh. Where
members of Mg family bave altend.
ed sinece before the Civil War. Fonr
generations of his ancestors bave
heen elders and clerks of the Shiloh

Charch. including hiz only sister,

mm

Vera Springer who is eurrently an
eltier in the Shileh Chrch.

Witile in Colurnbia, he established
the first boy seout froop in 1900 His
winatey W voung people In Colinnbia

and in Chinatown was oulsfanding,

He developed programs and ac-
Hyition that met the paticylar needs

of the vouth in each locality. He

helped  organize Ihe Colegle

Amerieans in Calf, Columbla, which -
continnes to be ame of the
substanding high schosls (nthatoity. -

Survivors bwlade & son, Jamnes
Bevson of Sunayvale, Califorsis, two

grandchildren and a sisier, Yera

Springer of fhe Ovilla community in

EfigCounty.
‘The memerist service mi} include
ihe depipnation of the pastor's study

in the Shilch Charch in menwny of -

Dy, Bryson. Special irfbutes will be
given by Dr. Jose Fajards, & long
fiene co-werker with Dr. Bryson, ang
by the Reov. Jos Matlock, Mewmphis,
Teanessee, Esecutive Diveclor of

e Board of Misgions of the
Camberiand Preshyterian Church,
D, Bryson's geanddaughler, Both
. Bryson of Palo Alte, Californis will

attend the service. A nephew, Dr.
Fred W. Bryson of Dadlas and in-
terin: paster ai Skiloh, will preside.

Davis and Gladys Bryson are interred near San Francisco in the Mount Olivet Memorial Cemetery in Colma,
California. The memorial stone above was placed in the Shiloh Cumberland Presbyterian Cemetery in Ovilla, Texas,
the home church of Davis and his ancestors going back to 1852. There are at least six generations of Brysons in this
cemetery including all of the siblings of Davis Ozell Bryson. Shiloh has held a very special place in the lives of the
Bryson family for many years. It was only fitting for the family of Davis and Gladys to place a stone in the Shiloh
Cemetery among the other Brysons and relatives.
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Friday, February 9, 195  WAXAHACHIE DAILY LIGHT Falgw

Memorial set for
Bryson Sunday

A mamiaz service fm‘ thc
Rev. Dr. Davis O, Bryson, £ 04-
tivp of Gvills, will be held af the
Shiloh Presbyeerian Church

-Sunday, Feb 1L at3pam.

Dy, Brysom and his wife, who

. died in 1971, wore pionesr mis-
storarics o Colombia, Soath

_¢hes and schocls in Caliand in
surrounding wrwns in the 1930%

1 and 1940's. They alor served a

special manistry 1o the youth of

i Chinggown, San Framciseo, fom
247 gnl 971,

Since 1971, Dr. Brysonhad a

= special minisiry 1o senior
citizens in Suanyvale, Califor
niz. He died fan, 36 & Sun-
ayvale ot the age oF §3,

He gradnad fom Midiothian

High School, studied his firat
year of college at Ardington and
receive his BA dogree from
Behel College in McEenzié,

Tennessee. He did graduate work

at SMLUJ in Dallss,

Dr. Bryson was awarded an
honorary &etwr of divinity de-
gree from Bethel College for
Ouistanding Contribations o -
the Cumberiand Fredyerian.

A Chawgl?

" In addition 10 more thas four
decades of missionary work, he
was pastor of churches in Texas,
Arkansas and Tennossee, includ.
ing his home church, Shiloh,
wé:mmembmsoftuxfamﬁy
huve atended since befive the
Civil War, Four generations of
his ancosrs bave been eiders

and clerks of ﬁw Shiloh church,
inchiling hizonly sister, Vers
Spsinger, who i8 cunrently an o
der in the Shiloh ok :
mm{bmm ’b&ea-
mbmmwnws@m
Troop in 1932, His ministry © -

- young people n Colombia and in

Chinatown was outstanding, He
WMWM&

noeds of the m& mmh
Tecatity. He helped organiee the

- Colegio American in Cali,.

Colombia, which continoes 1o be

one of the outstanding high

schools i tharcity,
Survivory soclude: s son,

. James Brysmof Sunayvale; teo
grandehildren; and g sister, Mrs,

Spuinger of Ovilla,

mmmmmum»

mm&mmm of the pas-
e's stady in the Shiloh clrach

“in memory of Dr. Bryson, Spo-

sial tribuies will be given by Dr.

Jose Fajardo, 8 loogtime vo-
worker with Dr, Bryson; and the

Rev. Jack Matlock of Memphis,

‘Tennessee, excomive director of

 the Board of Mistions of the

Cumbertwnd Preshyierinn
Chich.

-De. Bryson's granddaugiver,

ﬁezhﬁrmof?ah&ik} Cali- -
E fmwﬁmmw A

nephew, Dr. Frod W. Bryson of -
Dallas, interiz pasewr of Shiloh,

- will preside. Van McElroy, clerk

ofihetﬁumhmwﬁzm

- 'Wﬂ%@'mmﬁi plagus,

49



Dr. Bryson {shove, left); some of those who shared in the memoriat servies in S Frangiscs

tabmve, right).

From across the denomination

A TRIBUTE TO DAYVIS O. BRYSON

Cn & sunny, cold, and windy afternoon on Denomination
Sunday, Pebruary 4, 1999, & memorial service was held 1o
honor the memory of one of the desomination’s great mis
sionaries, Mr. Davis ©. Bryson. The serviee was held at the
chapel of the First Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian Church
in San Framisco where Dy, Bryson had served from 1947 to
1971, There, he and Mrs, Bryson had influenced a generation
of Chinese Americans, about one hundred of whom came
from alf over the Bay Area io honor his life and ministry
among them. Some of those who participated in the memorial
service were products of the ministry of the Brysons, They
spoke of his Christlikeness in service, his Faithfulness to God,
and the foundation he laid for other pastors to follow. Rev,
Stephen L preached on “Faith iz the Yictory,” which was
based on Romans 8, Mathew 3, and Aws i, some of Dr.
Bryson’s favorite scriptures. A choir made sp of this group
sang a mediey of D Bryson's favorite hymas. Others who
shared in ihe service were elders Alan Wong, Bill Yuen, Jack
Yuen, the Reverend Stephen Lui and Reverend Paui Hom. D,
Lawrence Fung, Reverend Roy Low, and Carolyn Tucker
{representing the Board of Missions).

Paul Fom, reporting
San Francisco, CA

A commitment to missions was, for Davis Bryson, neither
a casual decision nor a temporary involvernent. It was a life
work, a commitment and involvement for 2 lifetime, which
was shared by his wife Gladys. In 1971 the General Assembly
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church honored the Brysons
for their lifetime of service on the mission fields, recognizing
that they had served under the Board of Missions as mis-
sionaries for forty yvears,

There are few of ug who will ever be challenged by or have
the opportunily fo minister in a cross-cultural environment
where new languages have {0 be learned and different cusioms
understood and appreciated. Even fewer of us will have more
thar one such opporfunity, Davis can be numbered among

DOB01.CDR JDB 12/97

thase exceptional people who have been calied and who re-
sponded 1o such opportanities,

s call and response was first to the people of Colombia,
South America, where he served for many vears. When the
health of Gladys forced 2 return to the United States in 1946,
he very soon thereafter accepted the call fo serve as a mis-
sionary among the Chinese i San Fraacisco, California, He
contimued kis service with the Chinese church umtil his resire-
sment i 1971,

Of gli the peopie that | have known, Davis came nearer to
actually living out his commitment to Christ ot & day-by-day
basts thun anyone, His entire srinisiry was spent in exemplify-
ing the spirit of Christ before those to whom he was sent.
Perhiaps that is why he was able 1o communicate so well across
eultural barriers. People saw i him the spirit of Christ, which
won their irost and love.

Bravis preached the consecration message at the Conven-

- tion in 1949, using 2s his subject YHow Far with Chrlst? In
the sermon he raised the question, “How far are vou witling fo
go with Christ in making our world g Christian world?”’ Dne

- of his statements 1n that sermon revealed his own commitmen
to making the workd a Christian workd and underlined 2 truik
we all might ponder, He said, “Great Christian Hving resulis
not from feeling an emotional appeal to become Chrisilike,
but from actually giving what we have and are to God in
Christ’s spirit for the sake of His children around the worid,™
Davis lived out that truth,

Davis was both a personal and family friend all of my lite,
He was a family friend whose friendship more than one gener-
ation of Matlocks cherished. It was my privilege to work closely
with Him during the vears ! pastored in California, His home
in Ban Francisco was always opea to my family, and we ac-
cepted the Bryson hospitality on several occasions. He bap-
tized my youngesi danghter in the Chinese church, fulfillingin
that way, as well as several others, a pastoral role for us. My
admiration and respect for this humble man of God has had
few equals.

MAY 1990 THE MISSIONARY MESSANGER 10
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Davis has left this life and existence, but he has not gone
aione!

Jog Matlock, Executive Direcior

Bogrd of Missions, Cumberignd Presbvierign Church

. . On February 4, 1990, a memorial service was held for De.
Davis . Bryson at the Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian
Church in San Francisco, California. Dr. Bryson and his wife
CGladys served as missionaries in Colombiz, South Americs,
for many vears. Afier thelr retary 1o the Linited Siates, the
Brysons accepted the call to minkster among the Chinese in San
Francisco.

His love for ihe people there, and theirs for him, was
-evidenced by the personal reflections of Alan Wong, Jack
‘Yuen, and Bill Yaen, all of whom were feenagers when the
Bryzons first went 10 San Franciseo, Gther participants in the
service were ministers Stephen Lui, Koy Low, Paul Hom, and
Lawrence Fung, and Carolyn Tucker, representative from the
General Assembly Board of Missions, Dr. Bryson’s son
James, his grandchildren and his sister attended the service,

A fitting tribute to the fife and ministry of Davis O.
Bryson may he found in the Scripture that was printed on the
service’s bulletin cover: “"Lord, mow letrest thon thy servant
deparf in peace, according to thy word; for mine eves have
seen thy salvadion which thou hast prepared in the presence of
ail peoples, & light for revelation 10 the Gentiles.” {Luke
3:29:32)

Carodvn Tucker
(X fice Evecuiive and Treasurer
Board of Missions

. . Davis’ outstanding characteristic was his perfect relation-
ship with individuals, groups, boards, and congregations. His
speech was firm, his opinions positive, and his decisions based
on spiritizal values were unwavering, His attitude wis friepdly
and his disposition was amicable. He was a man of conviction.
His decisions were niot made hastily, especially as they pertained
o spiritual matters. Having made decisions he stood firmiy
but peaceably on them,

Mrs. T. . Steckion
Ediiar of The Missionary Megsenger
19301965

. . . Fremember Davis Brvson with great affection and appre-
ciation. I first met him on the campus of Bethel College. We
plaved fooiball together. 1 came to like his quigt sense of
husmor, his pleasant and gentle nature, and his lack of pretension,

As the vears passed, Ruth and § enjoved a warm friend-
ship with Gladys and Davis. Our respect and admiration for
them grew as we observed them aad heard from them as mis-
sionaries in Colombis, and when they were jn the States on
furfough, They visited In our house and we in theirs. We
cherished some days and nmights in their home in San Fran-
cisco.

Davis had & way with people. He elicited response from
them in relaxed and caring ways. His personality inspired
them 1 pet involved in life and service and in the church.
Thaose who knew him well came 1o Hike and love him, Henever
seemed 10 be trying o prove anyvthing, He just “wae.” He has
made & major comtribution to the life and mission of our
church and beyvond. He deserves our respect, recogaition and
honor,

Marris Pepper
Scottshorg, Alebume

.« - Davis, his wife Gladys, and son, $im came to the Rose City
congregation, Nerth Little Rock, in 1942, In July, 1944 they
felt God calling them to return (o the mission field. | served as
ar elder during Davis’ pastorate. Qur congregation was
biessed by his solid judgement, effective leadership and his
love. Nearty fifty vears have passed sinee his ministry here bat
our community still remembers him and the good works he
did,

D, E. MeSpadden

Narth Litile Rock, Arkansas

... The Rev. Bryson and his family came to Yorkville, Ten-
nessee in 1946 and he was our minister there, He and Gladys
had been din the mission fleld in South America and they
shared many wonderful things with us. During his time here,
as pasior and neighbor, he contributed much 1o our <hurch
and commuanity, making many friends and leaving fongd mem-
ories that bave not faded. When e left Yorkville, he moved to

- California to continue his mission work among the Chinese of

San Francisco,

Fd Jones
Former 1.8, Congressman
Yorkvifle, TN

. . - &3 of us begin life with an extremely Bmited view of the
world, We see Hifle further than the end of our nose. We
perceive the scope of human existence primarily ir terms of
those who serve our ivpnediaie needs. Seif exisience and seif
needs and wanis comprise the extent of pur Hving,

It is only as we begin to see the world through the sves of
others—parents, neighbors, friends, teachers, pastors,
brothers and sisters—tihat our vision of the world moves out

=hevond the limits of the Hittle place and dme in which we began
t be, These persons help us 10 know ourselves as membery of
the whole huinan race, as citizens of the world, 43 children of
the Creator of the universe,

Davis Bryson 4id those kinds of things for me. My earliest
strong awareness of bim came about by hearing my family talk
about his going o a far-off place named Tennessee to attend a
college calted Bethel ¢ become i mimisier. Later, | heard
about his going to an even more unknown piace named Co-
iombia to be 2 missionary . . . then he was part of the Chinese
chureh community in San Francisce. “Davis and Gladys
Bryson” became for me & household phrase in the family of
the Christian faith—az model of commitment 1o the Lordship

of Christ . . | 1 continue to say with pride; ¥ grew up in the
Shifch church, the church which produced Davis Bryson.”
L. O Waddie

Professor, Bethel Collepe
MoKenzie, TN

... It is with love and grasitude that we pay this tribute to
Rev, D O. Bryson, who served the Rose City congregation as
pastor. He served the chureh daring the Second World War
and we had many defense workers attending our services,
There was always a spirit of love evident in every activity of
cur church, He was a friend to old and voung alike. He
organized & Bay Scout iroop in the church, taught us the
meaning of abundan! fife and heiped us enjoy God’s blessings.
Parties were never a sin &t the Brysons’, gven on Sundays.
Love enlarged our spiritual horizons, Each Fifth Sunday Rally
or presbytery meeting was franslated by Brother Bryson as a
missionary journey and we felt we were spreading the gospel
with Brother Bryson at the helm.

FHE MISSHINARY MESSENGER b
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OFFICE OF THE PRE3JIDENT

November 2, 1882

Mr. Jim Bryson
19837 Beekman Place
Cupsrtino, CA %5014

Pear Jim:

I am pleased to inform yon that your parents, Davis and Gladys
Bryson, have baen selected as posthumous raciplents of the Bethel
Callege "Medalist for Distinguished Alumni Service"” as part of
the college's Sesquicentennlal Celebration. Gnly 158 of these
medals will ever be awarded — onw for each vear of Bethel‘'s
service and sinistry - and we are Thonored te hawme them among
this prestiglious group.

Hard work, service to hamankind and successful careers often
provide thelr own rewards, but bevause ¢f their distinguished
careers,. they represented the very best of Bethel College alumni.
Bethel plants the seeds of hope for a bright future through
education, instills a lifelong love for learning, and promotes a
strong work ethic based on Christian principles. “These are the
dreams Bethel hoelds for each student, and these ars the
principles thay adopted, and for which they are being honorad
this vyeart

“"Medals For Distinguished Bervice® will be awarded during
. Homecoming festivities on Saturday, November 14, at 12:30 p.m. in
the Bouldin Anditorium of the Dickey Fine Arte Building. We hope
that you will be present to acgept the medal for your parents.
You may wish to take part in the sntire weekend, so we've
encleosed a4 full scheduls and reservation forms For your use.

Enciosed algo is a form to be returned to Virginia Claire

Edwards, our Alumni Director, indicating the possibliity of your

LBaing here. If you cannot attend, plsass choose someone who will,
Bincerely,

(2étt § iffns
Bili J. Eikins
President

THE CUMPBERLAND PRESEYTERIAN COLIEGE




The Gladys and Davis Fellowship Hall
Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian Church

In 2008 the Cumberland Presbyterian Chinese Church in San Francisco heard from a couple,
who were former members, that they wanted to make a donation to the church. The gift was to be
very substantial. When two of the elders of the church went to talk about the donation, they were
told the gift was to be anonymous. The donors explained that they had been members about 40
years before and that the Church and its ministers had a significant influence on their lives. The
donation was to be in memory of former pastors, Reverend Davis and Gladys Bryson and also in
the memory of Rev. Samuel King and Mamie Gam. The church decided to remodel two
fellowship halls in honor of these two former pastors and their wives. The plaque below is in one
ofthe remodeled fellowship halls.

In Memory of

The Reverend Dr. Davis O. Bryson
and Mrs. Gladys Bryson

They touched and changed many lives
through their devoted discipleship
and love of the Lord

Ministers to our English-speaking Congregation

1947 - 1971
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Steamship SS Athenas, United Fruit Co.
The ship that the Brysons took to Colombia
in 1931

Davis & Gladys Gladys & Davis Bryson, Bernice Barnett, Plutarco & Ethel (Brintle) Roa

Early Cumberland Presbyterian missionaries in Colombia

Horses hauling a load of coffee beans from a
local plantation. The mission building is on the
right. Streets were cobblestone and cars were
rare. Farmers would take their cows from house
to house where they would milk the cow on the
spot using the customer’s container.
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Women's Missionary Society in Pereira. Early 1930s
Gladys Bryson in far right, back row

A paseo in the country and a refreshing dip in the river.
Isabel and Gladys on bank in upper right with dog
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Gladys Bryson ready for the trip to Restrepo
The message of salvation was carried to remote areas,
sometimes several hours by horseback.

Gladys & Davis relaxing on a hot day!

On the back of this picture, Gladys Bryson wrote: Just ready to leave
La Cumbre — a little railroad town where they meet us with the
horses. All set for a six hour ride to Restrepo — 40 miles from RR.
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Jimmy's basket & bathtub.
In spite of mosquito netting, Jimmy
contracted malaria.

Time to do the laundry. Jimmy in a “canoe” carved from wood.
Gladys is on right. Jimmy is up a creek without a paddle. 57



José Fajardo visited San Francisco
in 2004. He is shown holding a
picture taken seventy years
before holding little Jimmy
Bryson in Pereira. The man on the
right is little Jimmy. They had a
great time of recalling the “good
old days” and catching up on old
friends.

José has a fantastic life story of
service to the Lord. He was born
high in the mountains of
Colombia to a poor family. When
the Conyers left Colombia, they
took José, 16, with them to the
States where he finished high
school in two years. He quickly
went through Bethel and then
seminary and was ordained as a
Cumberland minister. The picture
of José and baby Jimmy was taken
shortly after José’s graduation
and return to Colombiain 1934.

José served in the mission field in
Colombia preaching and
directing the Colegio Americano.
José was a dynamic preacher
which led him to lead large revival
meetings all over South America.
When Billy Graham planned his
first campaign in Latin America,
he asked José to be his interpreter.

For six weeks, José stood next to Billy Graham
delivering Billy’s message in Spanish in many Latin
American countries. It was a very successful
campaign. José, now in his nineties (2010) is still a
powerful dynamic preacher. His life story, From the
Heights of the Andes to the Heights of Evangelism,
has recently been published and is available from
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8207
Traditional Place, Cordova (Memphis), Tennessee
38016-7414(901) 276-4572.

José Fajardo holding Jimmy Bryson — Pereira, 1934 Little Jimmy & Tio José Fajardo
Jose was called Tio (Uncle) José by Jimmy 70 years later in 2004 58



&‘ g}.h., Y-
i e’ o8 » : » :
L R Davis, Jimmy, Gladys, Dor|s Omar Dolores, Abida, Nellie, Martlnlano
The Brysons and Fajardos on an outing near Pereira. Martiniano was the Colombian pastor and lived next door
to the Brysons. Martiniano, the older brother of José, worked closely with Davis in Pereira, preaching and
teaching. The families were very close friends. Jimmy Bryson spent almost as much time with the Fajardos as he

did in his own home. When Jimmy was two or three, someone asked him his name, he quickly replied — Jaime
FaJardo after all he thought the Fajardo kIdS were his brothers and sisters. They practically were!

(s

8\ 4

Back yard in Pereira. Davis started the first Boy Scout Troop in Colombia.
Gladys made the uniforms and while she was at it, she made one for her
son. From then on, Jimmy could not wait to be old enough to be a Scout. Y ;

In later years he became an Eagle Scout and also the president of a Back row - Omar & Doris

Volunteer Fire Department. Childhood dreams fulfilled! Front row - Abida & Nellie 59
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The school in Pereira — Gladys & Davis on far right
Jimmy is third from left in front row.

PR,

The Sunday School class in Pereira was very cosmopolitan.
It included German, Japanese, Colombian Indian,
Colombian, Spaniard, and American students — 1939
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1934

The Bryson
Family

1939

The Bryson
Family




Early trips to and from Colombia
by steamship 1 9 3 6

The Brysons made four trips between New
Orleans and Colombia on United Fruit
steam ships we called “Banana Boats.” The
first trip to Colombia was in December
1931 on the SS Athenas. In November
1935 they returned to the States, for a year
of furlough, on the SS Contessa, and this
time they had Jimmy who was almost two.
In November 1936 the Brysons boarded
the United Fruit “Banana Boat,” the SS
Cefalu, in New Orleans for a return to the
mission field. The picture on the right was
taken at the dock just before departing for
the return trip to Colombia after a year of
furlough.

After four years in Colombia, Gladys had to
return to the States because of health
reasons. ’
In November 1940, Gladys and Jimmy Jimmy and Gladys ready to board the SS Cefalu in New Orleans
boarded the steamship SS Amapala for e i A Y

the return trip to New Orleans. The official . A .

passenger list is shown below. The Banana
Boats were small compared to today's
standards, less than 5,000 tons. This made
for a very rough journey and the
passengers were seasick most of the time.
Davis stayed in Colombia for an additional
six months and returned to the States in
early 1941.
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The Colegio Americano in Cali — 1935
The street in front of the school was developed into one of the prettiest boulevards (Avenida Colombia) in Cali.
It ran along the bank of the Cali River and had a nice railing with flowers and trees along the side. You can see
the posts for the railing in the picture. Colombia was a country of contrasts as this picture shows. Women are
washing clothes in the river right in front of the new modern mission building.

Colegio Americano, Cali, Colombia

Our bus to and from town
was called a Victoria

Bernice Barnett Gonzales, who helped design and
supervise the construction, describes in her book
the difficulty of getting such a modern building
built in 1935 in Cali. She also describes that the
three story building had: “ten classrooms, a
chapel with a stage large enough for choirs,
pageants, and plays; an office with a waiting
room; a suite of rooms for a day care clinic; two
two-bedroom apartments as living quarters for
missionaries; separate dormitory areas for boys
and girls of the boarding school, along with a
kitchen and dining room for meal service; alarge
social room for parties and fiestas, living quarters
for servants, and a partial basement for storage.”
Fannie Vinasco, Jose Fajardo’s future wife, was the
secretary to Davis Bryson, the school director.
Gladys Bryson was one of the teachers and Rev.
Fred W. Bryson, nephew of Davis, was another one
of the teachers.

In the Valley of the Cauca, Bernice Gonzalez, Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, 1981, pp 182-183
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AMERICANO

Ave. COLOMBIA - MNo. 510 |
Teléfono 13-65
-CALI-

.
AVENIDA COLOMEIA, N® 'ﬁ-mr- TELEFONO N¥ 13-65.— CALI

Las matriculas se abriran el 17 de sepliembre. Se reciben nifio: ¥ nifias de
sels afios en adelants. Las fareas escolares empezarin el "';’ de octukbre,
o R, Rl R - % & Ty 5

PROSPECTO PARA EL ARO LECTIVO DE 1845-1946
— DAVID BRYSON.- Diraetor. —

' nessee, E. U, A

Tennessee, E. U, A,

EL PROFESORADO

DAVID BRYSON. Director.— B. A. Bethel Ceollege, McKenzie, Ten
JOSE D. FAJARDO A.— B, A. George Peabody College, Nashville,
FRED BRYSON.— M., A, Searritt University. Nashville, Tennessce,

E. U. A.

GLADYS DE BRYSON—B. A. Bethsl College. McKenzie, Tenne
ssee, B, U, A

MERCEDES VARGAS.—Bethzl College McKenzie, Tenn, E. U. A

JORGE JIMENEZ.— Bachiller Colegio Amerigano para varones,
Bogaté. J

ALBERTO MORENO — Colegio Americano, Cali.
CLARA SEPULVEDA — Colegio Americano, Cali.

BLANCA DE GRISALES.— Instituto de Costa Rica- (San José.)

MARCEL VALDEZ.—Colegio Oficial para vzrones,. Pereira,

This is part of a six-page brochure for the 1945-
1946 school year describing the curriculum, fee
structure, teachers and staff, regulations such as
uniforms and conduct, and location. The back
page states the philosophy of the school and
clearly states that it is a Christian School. It
concludes with a statement that one of the goals
is to prepare each student to contribute to
society, God, and the country.

Davis Bryson was the Director, Gladys Bryson,
Fred Bryson (Nephew of Davis), and José Fajardo
were some of the faculty listed.

The east side of the Colegio Americano
looking from the playground. The
wing to the left housed the dormitory
with the girls on the second floor and
the boys on the third floor.

1944 — The students and faculty of the Coleglo Americano




Anglo-American school started in the Brysons’ home
and grew to become Colegio Bolivar, Cali

W

Frankie Carder — the second student Jim Bryson and Gladys Bryson — student & teacher

Typically missionaries with school-aged kids sent their children to a boarding school in Quito,
Ecuador, about 300 miles away, while some subscribed to the Calvert mail order correspondence
course. With the Calvert course, it could take weeks for the lessons to make the roundtrip. A few
families left their children in the states with relatives during the school year. None of these options
appealed to Gladys Bryson.

She volunteered to teach Jim's friend, Frankie Carder, so there would be at least two students. A
classroom was set up in a spare bedroom in the Brysons’ home . Soon other expatriates were asking
Gladys to teach their children. The school, that was then called the Anglo-American school, grew
too large for the home and a room was made available for the Anglo-American school at the
Colombian mission school, the Colegio Americano.

The school continued to grow and a few years after the Brysons left Colombia, the school’s board of
directors and parents raised money to buy several acres of prime property on the outskirts of Cali. A
beautiful campus was built and the school name was changed to Colegio Bolivar. The school has
grown to over 1200 students from many countries. For more information go to their website,
www.colegiobolivar.edu.

The Colegio Bolivar website describes

its history as follows:

“60 years ago, in a small house in Cali,
Colombia, Colegio Bolivar was founded by Mrs.
Gladys Holt Bryson as a bilingual school for
North Americans and Colombians. The school
grew rapidly, and by the end of the 1950's, it was
clearly time to move from the school's small
birthplace in San Fernando (a small
neighborhood in Cali) to a more spacious
setting. Today, Colegio Bolivar lies at the feet of
the Andes, spread out over a large acreage of
lush, fertile land. Looking out over the city of
Cali, the school is nestled in its own tropical
paradise. We now have over 1,200 students.”
http://www.colegiobolivar.edu.co/about/history.htm
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In 1944 Rev Fred W. Bryson, 22, joined his Uncle Davis in the mission work in Cali. Davis and Fred had both grown up in the
Ovilla, Texas community and the Shiloh Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Fred was always called Buddy by the Bryson
family in Texas, and the name fit his personality. Davis and Buddy had a relationship that was more like close brothers than
uncle and nephew. Davis and Gladys’ son, Jim, enjoyed having Buddy living in Colombia. Buddy was more like an uncle

than a first cousin.

After service in Colombia, Dr. Fred W. Bryson had a distinguished career. He became a Dean at Southern Methodist
University, long time pastor of Shiloh, his home church, and a leader in the denomination. In 1977, he was elected
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
When Bethel College was facing a major crisis, Fred was asked to take a leave from SMU and become the president of
Bethel. He successfully led the recovery and continued serving as president of the Bethel Board of Trustees. Fred W. Bryson
(Buddy) and the Davis Bryson family remained very close until Fred’s death in 1991.

Cali is situated in a
beautiful valley between
two Andes mountain
ranges. The street on the
near side of the bridge is
Avenida Colombia that
runs along the Cali River
and also in front of the
mission building — The
Colegio Americano. The
mission was about three
blocks to the left of the
bridge as you look at this
picture. In the 1930s and
40s, the main way to go to
and from town was the
horse drawn “Victoria”
pictured here.

HAIN BRIDGE OF CALI

PUCHNTE FRINCIFAL DE CALI
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Bryson ministries in the United States

i’

Rose City Cumberland Presbyterian Church
near North Little Rock, Arkansas

Summary of ministries in US.

Upon graduating from Bethel College, Davis Bryson
took a pastorate serving two churches in and near
Memphis: the Ebenezer Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, and the Fourth Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, Memphis. He served these churches from
192910 1931, when he left for the mission field.

After the Brysons’ second term in Colombia in 1941,
Davis was the pastor of his home church, Shiloh
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Ovilla, Texas. A
year later he became the pastor of the Rose City,
Arkansas, Cumberland Presbyterian Church from
1942 to 1944. While he was pastor, Doyle K.
Richardson, a Jewel Tea salesman, came to Davis and
expressed his calling to become a minister. Shortly
after that meeting, Richardson was drafted into the
army. After WWII, Richardson went to Bethel and
became a CP minister. Another minister to be in the
Junior High group was Bill Woods, who later became
an influential missionary in Colombia. Upon the death
of Davis in 1990, D.E. McSpadden wrote: “I served as
an elder during Davis’ pastorate. Our congregation
was blessed by his solid judgment, effective
leadership, and his love. Nearly fifty years have passed
since his ministry here but our community still
remembers him and the good works he did.”

After the third term in Colombia, Davis served as
pastor of the Yorkville, Tennessee church. An elder of
that church and former U.S. Congressman, Ed Jones
wrote:”"During his time here, as pastor and neighbor,
he contributed much to our church and community,
making many friends and leaving fond memories that
have not faded.”

In 1947, when the need for missionaries in San
Francisco Chinatown arose, the Brysons answered the
call and served working with the English speaking
Chinese-American youth. Several individuals who
grew up in this church have entered full-time Christian
service. There are several tributes and articles about
their work in San Francisco in previous pages. They
served in San Francisco for 24 years.

Yorkville Cumberland Presbyterian Church
West Tennessee

Shiloh Cumberland reyt'eri';r{nc-ﬁdr-ch
Ovilla, Texas

Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian Church
855 Jackson St., San Francisco 67



L-R Warren Lowe, Alan Wong, Ray Ong, Maxine Wong, Bill Yuen, Andy Jue, Jeannette Chew, Sam Ow, Paul Hom

Mrs. T. C. Stockton, long time President of the Mission Board, wrote: “For several years a group of eight
dedicated young Chinese had been writing the Board of Foreign Missions for an American couple to be sent
to work with the young people of the Chinese Cumberland Presbyterian Church in San Francisco.” The

Brysons answered the call. Most of those eight young people are in the picture above.
The Missionary Messenger, Tribute to a great Lady, January 1972

Davis Bryson in front the apartment building Gladys Bryson all dressed up to go to
in which they lived. downtown Market Street in San Francisco.
The Brysons really enjoyed living in “The City.”
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The Bryson Home in San Francisco e
Gladys and Davis had been planning to buy their own home in 1931
when they received the call to go to the mission field in South America.
They gave up that dream until almost twenty years later. After living in
a small apartment in San Francisco, they started exploring the housing
market. They believed that having a home would be a big benefit for
their ministry. After a lot of praying and looking, the found the perfect
home. The only problem was that the owner wanted $14,200 and Davis
felt by stretching he might be able to pay $10,000. They met with the
seller, Mr. Tate, and found out he was from Trenton, Tennessee, less
than 15 miles from Gladys’ hometown of Milan. His family had owned
a furniture store in Trenton and he had either been a Cumberland
Presbyterian or his family had close ties to the Cumberland Church.
More praying and close examination of the finances. If they cashed in
all their “War Bonds,” sold the life insurance policies, and the seller
agreed to carry a second for $2,400, they might be able to buy their
dream. Guess what? Mr. Tate understood their situation and agreed to
$12,400 price and would carry a second mortgage of $2,400.

The Brysons dedicated the home to the Lord’s work and used it for meeting with
the young people. Dozens of Cumberland Presbyterian leaders, relatives, and
friends from across the country have stayed at 881 43rd Avenue as guest of the
Brysons. Mrs. Billie Ching Ong speaking at Davis’ retirement testimonial said:

“The Bryson home holds memories near and dear. Beginning with the first Christmas Eve they
were here, there was an annual open house after the traditional church Christmas Eve
pageant...the love and warmth of Christian fellowship that we found there will always be
cherished in our memories. The Bryson home was open not only at Christmas time but

throughout the years of our meetings, luncheons, and dinners.”
The Cumberland Presbyterian, April 25, 1972, pp. 6-7

881 43rd. Ave. San Francisco was truly used for the Lord’s work. In addition to
meeting, party’s and social functions, they also from time to time took in a youngster
that was going through a tough time. It was a place to heal.
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The Chinese young people’s choir about 1951

Easter Sunday Celebration, 1959
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Some of the young people at the Sunday night service — about 1955
Davis Bryson is in the very back

The select choir — You should hear them sing “It is well with my soul!”
They sang the most inspiratonal rendition | have ever heard.
It sends chills up my back to recall the experience. JDB
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Some of the young people at the Sunday night service — about 1960
Gladys Bryson is to the far right

One of many productions | ! bt | f
put on at Cumberland to | % ‘: i
raise money for young peo- rg .
ple to go to the Christian
summer camp.

Note the knotty pine
paneling

When the Brysons arrived in San Francisco in 1947, there was a thriving Chinese speaking congregation at Cumberland. The
Rev. Tom Jung had been the Chinese pastor for about 40 years and was very effective. On the other hand the English
speaking young people had little leadership. In order to not interfere with the ongoing congregation, Davis found a large
basement and a small room in the corner that was being used for storage and junk. Davis asked Rev. Jung for permission to
use that space for the ministry to youth. The members of the church were surprised when Davis physically cleared out the
area and proceeded to give it a new look by paneling the walls with knotty pine (see picture above). Billie Ching Ong
describes that time very well when she wrote:

“We came to know that Dr. Bryson was a man of many talents, a man of action. Our church soon had a physical transformation. Every spare
moment found Dr. Bryson with his faithful saw, paint brush, hammer, and screw driver in his hand doing some remodeling of our church,
and numerous continuous repair projects. The code word around here became “Call Bryson, Call Bryson!” In every emergency he always
responded.

“We soon found that transformation took place in our lives. Regular weekly Bible studies, prayer meetings, Sunday evening services and
fellowships, junior church services in addition to our regular Sunday school program. Through the Brysons’dedicated leadership we soon

came to know, to love, and to accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.”
The Cumberland Presbyterian, April 25, 1972, pp. 6-7
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Return Visits to
Cumberland in San Francisco

Davis greets old friends
at Cumberland in San Francisco

In 1982, the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church had a denomination-wide capital
equipment drive. The San Francisco church
pledged a substantial amount for the
campaign. Dr. Davis O. Bryson was invited
back to Cumberland to give a presentation
and then be honored at a special banquet.
The program was a success and the money
was raised.

Davis felt very honored to be asked back
after more than ten years since retirement.
It was wonderful seeing so many friends.
They were all almost like family.

Editors note:

Although the original young people of the
church are now in their 70s and 80s, | still
refer to them as “the young people.” They
in turn, although | am now 76 , warmly

greeted meas Jimmy.
James Davis Bryson (2010)

Davis preaching at Cumberland
in San Francisco

Beth, Jim, Jr., Jim, and Davis Bryson
In front of Cumberland. The far window at street level
was the office remodeled by Davis in 1947.
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1971 Retirement Testimonial Banquet

Jackson, Tennessee, Gladys and Davis

! Bryson were recognized for their
* & 15 ﬂ E ié w } a more than 50 years of service to the

ﬁ Cumberland church. They planned to

$ At the 1971 General Assembly in

retire at the end of the year and move
to the San Jose area to be near their
son and grandchildren. In October
1971, Gladys Holt Bryson died. Davis
, then retired at the end of the year as
E ; previously planned. The Chinese
Cumberland Presbyterian Church
had a banquet honoring the service
of the Brysons. Davis was presented
with several meaningful gifts: a large
colorful wall hanging and a large
framed document written in Chinese
characters. This document had
beautifully hand drawn calligraphy.
The lower left states appreciation for
his years of service, 1947 - 1971. The
central part in individual squares is
the 23rd Psalm in Chinese. The upper
right indicates that it is being
presented to the Rev. Davis Bryson.

Some of the statements made at that
banquet were: “The Brysons have
guided us, step by step through the
trials and tribulations of growing
up—our teens, our college years,
careers, marriage and family life
through their teachings, the group
discussions, personal discussions,
but most of all by being a living
example for us to follow.

They have graciously carried our
burdens. The Brysons have seen our
joys and shared many of our sorrows,
the baptisms, graduations,
weddings, successful careers and
unsuccessful careers, funerals, etc.
Dr. Bryson worked side by side with
eight Cumberland Presbyterian
Ministers here beginning with Rev.
Tom Jung, Rev. Samuel King Gam,
Rev. Paul Wu, Rev. Stephen Lui, Rev.
Paul Hom, Rev. Gordon Lew, Rev.
Ernest Chan and Rev. Chanson Lau.”

Ministry in retirement, 1971 - 1990

After retiring from Cumberland in San Francisco, Davis Bryson moved to
Sunnyvale, California to be near his son, Jim and his family. He may have been
retired, but he soon took on responsibilities as a volunteer minister to seniors at
the nearby Methodist Church. He held services at retirement communities and
mobile home parks. He performed weddings when the paid pastors were
booked up. He performed funerals including many for his close senior citizen
friends. At the Methodist church, he quietly helped wherever he was needed and
could make the job of the pastors easier. | was told by members of the Sunnyvale
church that he never brought up or discussed his previous ministries.
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Gladys and Davis Bryson
Dedicated missionaries for 40 years

Emma Gladys Holt Bryson
1909 — 1971

Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.

Matthew 5:16 (King James Version)

"But store up for yourselves treasures in

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys,

and where thieves do not break in or steal;
Matthew 6:20 (New American Standard Bible)

Davis Ozell Bryson
1906 — 1990

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.

John 14:2 (King James Version)

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your

country, your people and your father's

household and go to the land [ will show you.
Genesis 12:10 (NIV Bible)

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the

good news to all creation.

Mark 16:15 (NIV Bible)

When Gladys and Davis were a young couple, they were led by the Holy Spirit to go to the mission field. They
answered the call, they gave up their dreams of owning a home, they left their families and friends, and they gaveup a
comfortable life to serve in the mission field. In hindsight, they gave up those things, but look at the incredibly rich
life they led. Look how the Lord, through them, changed scores of lives. They gave up security and comfort — they

gained untold riches!

I miss you Mom and Dad! Thank you for your patience and guidance. You always found time to love me, to have fun
with me, to teach me to appreciate beauty, to teach me to find adventure in everything, and most of all to have a

personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

James Davis Bryson — 2010
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And then he told them, “Go into all the world
and preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone
who believes and is baptized will be saved.

NIV Mark 16:15-16

Major moves and places of service of Gladys and Davis O. Bryson

s December 1931 New Orleans to Colombia SS Athenas United Fruit Steamer
s November 1935 Colombia to New Orleans SS Contessa United Fruit Steamer
s November 1936 New Orleans to Colombia SS Cefalu United Fruit Steamer
s November 1940 Colombia to New Orleans SS Amapala United Fruit Steamer
e May 1944 Texas to Mexico City Trains American & Mexican
e yne 1944 Mexico City to Colombia DC-3 Airplane  Pan American Airways
s November 1946 Colombia to Miami DC-3 Airplane  Pan American Airways
s November 1946  Miami to Tennessee Train -
October 1947 Tennessee to San Francisco Family car 1942 Plymouth
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